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1. EIZATQIH

211G emotripeg vyeiag, ta tefsvtaia koot Xpdvia Ku-
pimg, 0 KATAKNLOUSS PE VEOLS Gpovg, BewpntikoUg Kal
naparnpriocIgovg, €xel SnpiovpYricel cVYXLVoN GX1 HEVo
omv gvpltepn Kowastnta, adnd Kai otoug £181kovg. Av-
16 ogeiletal ev pépel ornv nonvonpia (acdgsia) kai tnv
€KTATIKA N eviatikh aopiotia (avakpiBeia) xai ev pépei
otn Biaotikr, kar ovxvd NaBspgvn, anédoon ora EAnn-
VIKd tov EEvmv Spmwv, RUPInG ayyAIKOV Kal eNAXICTOV
veEpUavIRAV 1 yannik@dv. “Erol, npoxkvntouvv BapBapiopol
(mapaBiaon 1wV ypappatkedv Kavovemv fi KAl Ing di-
oOnuKkng g yA®dooag) i Kar coNolkIopol (Cuviaktkd
AGON), nov oe cuvdvacud pe 10 AcAPES KAl adpPIcTO CL-
xvd nepiexopevo kabiotobv v eMOTNUOVIKA annd Kail
v evpltepn emkrowavia Suvoxepn.

[Tapséno 6u o1 NE€eig Sev €xovv avtévoun annd napd-
yoyn yvwotkn afia, mov efaprdrar and v nAnpogo-
PIAKNA ONPAVIIKSINTA TOV AVIIOTOIX®WV EMICTNHOVIKAOV L-
noBgcewv, evtolrolg n avdykn eVVOIONOYIK@OV avanvoe-
v og KGBe emornpoviké kNd8o Sev mpénel va vrnotud-
tar.! Aev npdkerrar B€Baia yia emorpopn oe naniég e-
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A€§e1g svpsInpiov

Epneipikd pérpa ovxvdintag
Eninonaopdg nepiédov
Eninmtowon-nocooté
Enifntowon-nukvdéinta
Oewpniikd p€rpa ovxvoniag
ZNPEIAKSS EMMNOAACUSS

OeVOIaNIoTIKEG aviINAWel§ oUte o dOKNON Otn YA®OOCO-
avdnvon, andd o pia npoondBeia anokardoracng piag
1d€ng o yA®wooIkn npdén (opinia kar yparts AGyo).

E181k6 npdBaAnpa napovoidzetal otn petdgpacn, étav
Xpnoipornolodvidl gpactikd ovdpard, onwg évopa+ o-
vopa o€ yeviki (r.x. gpovtida vyeiag), eniBero+Svopa
(m.x. Anpdoia Yyeia) i dvopa+dvopa (n.x. enintoon-
nukvornta) kai 18iaitepa erepdmwta [ppoviiba vyeiag,
voonpara (tov) nvevpova K.AMm.]. Zuxvd, @pactikd o-
véuara rnov €xouvv AnmNAECEl TNV APXIKA ToLg onpacia
xpnoigonotobvial pe Aabspgvo kar acvvenni 1pdno oro
810 kefpevo and tov {810 cvyypagéa, Snwg n.Xx. n An-
pdoia Yyeia. Eniong, Aé€eig-anoniB@dpara Siatnpovvial
akdun omv akadnpaiki larpikni, Snupiovpydviag cvy-
xvon oroug véoug, Kal éx1 pévo, emornpoves.? H adia-
@opia va vioBetnBei §va rovd AsSINGyI0 pe yevikd a-
no8ekIolg Spovg, He ca@Eg Kal arplBEg nepiexSpevo,
aroreNsl pid MPOKANTIKA EMICINHOVIKA avarnpia, rnov
XAPAKINpizel 11¢ pn avamntvypéveg smornpeg. Eivar a-
S1avénto ormn @QULOIKA emotipn va vndpxouvv Siagope-
TIKd onparvépeva yia  A€En nAsktpdvio, KA mov &i-
val cbvnBeg Stav £pmwtdvial o1 EMOTAPOVES LYEiag T1
onpaivel véonpa 1i appaortia 1 acbgveia.

Agev 10x0e1 Spmg 10 1810 Kal pe v noAvpopgia n no-
Avtvnia omv anédoon twv Spwv tng s1caydpevng (and
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nAeLPAg evvoidV) opoloyiag. Zin yA®dood g emorn-
ung, dnwg dAAmote Kal otnv kabnpepivi yAdcoa, Ssv
npé€rel va anokAeieral n noANAnAA NAEKTIKA NPOoEyyion
Hiag €vvolag He MePICOSTEPOLS TOV €VOS Gpouvg. Yro-
ompizetal 11, TOLAdxXIoTOV oto §ekivnpa ng andédoong
eVGG Spov, sfval Beprti n vnapén nepiccotépmwv Tou -
vis Spmv, péxpl n i81a n xprion va rabiep@dosel tov §-
vav 11 tov dAnov Spo 1 va tovg 81apopornoIicsl onua-
o10NoyIKd, Gote va SnAdoovy Kal o1 800 TN GLYKEKPI-
pévn €vvola andé piav dddn onukn yovia.? Térolo npd-
BAnpa €xel avaguei npdogara pe tnv anédoon ora En-
Anvikd tov §gvou Spouv “evidence” otnv €k@paon “ev-
idence-based medicine”, mov €xe1 AdBe1 popen 16son0-
yvIKoU Kiviparog otn obyxpovn larpiki.?>? O épog €xel
anodobef pe g NE€eig papripio, terunipio, €vdeiln, nin-
popopia, xmwpic kKapid and avtég va €xel kabiepwOei.

2. NOXHPOTHTA

H voonpdinta (morbidity)* anotenei Ospeniddn gv-
vold 1600 otnv KAVIKA 600 Kal TNV KOWOTIKA latpiki,
anid kai otig enotipeg vyelag yevikGtepa, ag@ov 1o vo-
onpa anote)ei 10 aviikeipevo HEAEING TWV EMICTNH®V L-
yeiag. O Bdvarog kair n Bvnopdinta (mortality) svia-
@€pouv €UEOa ToV 1a1pd, KAl pévo pASoov anotenobv
ouvvénela ng véoou Kal Ing voonpdintag. To véonpua,
ot avtiBeon pe 10 Bdvaro, Sev efval QUOIKS @avSuevo.
Annabn, o Bdvarog Sev sivar «ocupuBdv vyesiag» (health
event) ka1 8gv anotedel eyysvi 1arpiké Spo.” H pérpn-
on tng ovxvdrntag tov Bavdrov, &nAadn tng Bvnoiud-
ntag, yiveral pévo pe PETpa eninimong Kal Xpnolpevel
yid TNV €KI{pnon tng voonpdtntag.

Noonpdinta ovopdzeral n cuxvdinid twv Véowv** og
avBpdmvouvg nanbBvopovs. Anotenel ovolactikonoinon
10V £mBgTov voonpdg Kal aviikel otovg Bswpntikovg 6-
poug (apnpnpévn €vvola). Aev avapéperal, Snnadn, oe
dueca i €upeca naparnproIpseg ovidtnieg, annd otnv
évtaon TV voooyovmv £mbpdosmwv o avOpdmIvoug
nAnBuvopoVs. Me tov ekteNeotikS (operational) opiopd
rnov ava@epinke, o BewpPnTIKGS GpPOg Petagpdzetal, e
S1adikaocieg pérpnong, os naparnprioipa yeyovdra. Kar’
avtioroixia npog mv KAWIKA S1dyvmon Vi GLYKEKPI-
HEvov voonparog 6’ éva GULYKEKPIPEVO dTopo (KAIVIKRA

* H Aé€n voonpdinta paprupeitar and to 1833.

** Efval 181aftepa onpaviiké va SiatnpnBei n Sidkpion petago
véoov kat vooriparog. H véoog onpaiver tn voonpni 81adi-
kaoia (morbus-i), €xe1 apxni, népag kai Sidpkela Kar avi-
oroixel oto anapgpgaro «vooeiv». To véonua anotedei 1o a-
notéNeopa 1 1o npoidv g voonpng Siadikaociag.
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[atpiki), n voonpdtnta anotenel TNV KOwvotikn Sidyvm-
on (kowortiki larpikni).

H penén tng ouxvdintag twv voonudrov, kabadg kat
IOV XAPAKINPIOTIKOV (CLOTACIARAV, MePIBANNOVIIKAV,
ouvunep1Popdg) Twv artdpwv and ta onoia e€aprdrar (ov-
oxerizeral 1 ovvaptdral) n CLXVAINTA TWV VOONHUATI®V,
anoteNel 1o avikeipevo penéing tng Eménpiodoyiag. O1
OLVAPTAOCEIS ALTEG (AITIOYVMOTIKEG, S1ayVOOTIKEG, Mpo-
YVOOTIKEG) anotenolv tnv €niotnpovikn Bdon tng @po-
vtiag vyeiag (mpénnyng, Bspansiag, anoxkardoraong),
eite auti agopd dropa (kAwiIKA larpikni), efte v Koi-
vdinta (kowortikni latpikni). Me dAdn Siatdnwon, prnopel
va NexBel du n e@appoopévn 1arpikn €pgvva, IMov a-
noteNel ™ yvmorikh Bdon tng €MOTNUOVIKAG 1ATPIKAG
npdéng, eival ovoc1W8DG emSnpioNoyIkA.S

2.1. loTopikf avadpopr

H onpaoia tng penéing tng cuxvdiniag twv voonud-
10V, T600 OtNV KAIVIKA 600 Kdl OTnV KOIWOTIKA latpikn,
eBpdduve va ovveidnronomnbei. AkSun kai oripepa, yi-
KPpOG apiBudg emomnudvev vyeiag €xel KATAvonoel Tn
onovdaiéintd tng. H npdtn npoondbsia yive to 170
aidva. v avyn 1ov Néov Xpdvmv, Je Tn cuotnparl-
KA P€Ipnon 1oV QUOIKAOV QAIVOUEV®V, TG00 TOV YNIVEOY
G600 Kal 1wv ovpdvievy, SnuiovpyriOnke n nenoibnon 6-
11 Ta @aivépeva avtd vrnakoBouvv os vépovg, SnAadn os
KAVOVIKGINIEG MOL 10XVouv ad1arpitwg Ténouv Kal xpo-
vou.® E€Aynon evdg ouykekpipévou @aivopévov Bew-
priBnke n vaywyni tov oe §va vépo. H Bewpia avti tng
e€riynong, avaBswpnpéun ka1 BeAtiwpgun, 10x0e1 PEXpl
oripepa kal arnotenel pdaiota mv emnikparovoa drnoyn
(Bewpia oL emkadvOTovVIog véuov).” Zop@nva He In
Bswpia Tov emrandnroviog vépov (covering law mod-
el), n emotnpovikA e€iiynon sival napaywyikd mixei-
pnpa, Mmov n pid npokeifpevn efvar vopog (yevikn npo-
taon). Tnv i61a nepiodo oro Novdivo, 8Go otevoi inol,
gvag €unopog, o John Graunt (1620-1674) ka1 évag e-
motripovag, o William Petty (1623-1687), cuAnauBd-
VoLV Tn onpaocia tng HeNEINg tng oLXVAINIAg TWV VOo-
onpdtwv. To Snpoocievbév magnum opus tov Graunt
“Natural and political observations mentioned in a fol-
lowing index and made upon the bills of mortality”® a-
notéNece pia MPGKANON yld TNV EMICTNHOVIKA KOvaIn-
1a tov Novsivov, mov 1nén, pe npwroBouviia tov Francis
Bacon (1561-1626), eixe 16pUoel th yvmworn €niotnpo-
vikn etaipeia «Baoikn Etaipeia tov Aovdivous, tng o-
noiag o Graunt gyve apéowg pénog.’ Na Adyoug 1ot0-
pPIKAG ouvvénelag npénel va avagepbsi 611 nonnoi 1oto-
pikoi tov 170V aidva 1oxvpizovial Gt CLYYPAPEAS TOL
napandve €pyov ev nrav o Graunt annd o Petty. E-
niong, npénel va ava@epbsi éu edv Ssv vnnpxe 10 €p-
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yo tov Thomas Sydenham (1624-1689), 6nAadn tng
npoondBeiag opicpol kar adpdg tafivéunong 1wV vo-
onpdrov, n HeAEIN TG cLXVATNTAS TV voonpdiov Ba
ritav npo@avadg advvarn. To 810 10xVe1 Kai yia 1g pe-
Adteg tov Edmund Halley (1656-1742) oo i810 avti-
kefpevo. “Erol, n narpdinta g ovAAnyng g 18€ag tng
Eménuionoyiag wg tov emornpovikob KAGSou nov «pe-
NAetdel tn ovxvdInid TwV voonpdrwv», Ba npénel va poi-
paotei kal ora téooepa avtd peydha ovduara rnov €zn-
oav orov {610 aidva (J. Graunt, W. Petty, Th. Syden-
ham, E. Halley).**?

2.2. Baoikég emdnpioloyIkEG Evvoleg

[1potnéBeon yia tn BaBvtepn karavénon tng §vvolag
ng voonpdintag £ival n evvoloNoyiknh Sievkpivion opi-
OMEVOV OLVAP®OV EVVOINV, ONWG:

a. H gvvoia tov vooriparog (disease)

8. H évvola g nepimwong vooriparog (case of dis-
ease)

y. O1 éuvoieg tov ovuBdvrog vyeiag (health event) kat
ng Kardoraong vyeiag (health state)

6. O1 évuvoieg tov onpelakol cvuBdvrog (point event)
Kal 1oL cvuBdvrog nep1éSov (period event)

€. H évvoia tng npoowno-otypng

ot. O nAnBuopo-xpdvog

z. O1 évvoieg 1oL KAg1010U (closed, cohort) ka1 avoiktot
(open, dynamic) nAnBuopotv

n. H évvoia tov “rate”.*

* O ayynikSs Spog rate (i ['adAikd, taux) Sev €xel akSpa ano-
600¢f emtuxdg ora EAAnvIKG, napdno éu sivar anondtog a-
apaitntog yid tnv mnepiypaen tomv HEIPOV oLxviintag 1oV
voonudrewv. Me tn Snpooisvon, pdaiora, tov dpBpov ing E-
landt-Johnson (1975) &npiovpyribnke nepatépm cvyxvon G-
oov agopd t xprion tov dpov. O Spog rate (incidence rate,
prevalence rate) xpnolgomnoleftal yia v nepiypagn g ouv-
xvotntag (frequence 11 occurrence) piag Svadiknig €kBaong, 6-
nwg n gpuedvion (1 n vnapén) i pn evég voonparog. Ania-
61, wag €kBaong nov akonovBei v karavopri Bernoulli. Ei-
val dAnote kabapdg apiBuds (Snwg ornv enfMwon-nocootd
A Tov emnoNacud) kai dhdote cuvodevstal and povdsdeg (6-
nwg omv enimomon-nukvémnta). To rate Ssv xpnoipornoisital
Stav n €kBaon eivalr noocotkd pgysbog, napd pévo edv avri
g péong TIpnig xpnoipornomnBei n Sidpueon, ondte naipvel xa-
paktriipa nocootoV. H ouvxvdinta, pe v nAnBuvopiaxki v-
vola, Siagépel tng cuxvatntag Pe n ovvrdn vvola, Snnadn
n gp@duion eNAVEINNUPEVOY EMANMITIK®OV Kpicewv o’ §va d-
Topo 8ev XapaAkKInpizel tnv emAnypia wg ovxvd, anid avtibe-
1a og Bapy véonpa. To {610 10xVel Kal yia noAAd dana vo-
oripara, Snwg 1o §u@paypa tov pvokapdiov k.An. Efvar 161-
aftepa onpaviiké va toviotel éu incidence rate eival 1éco n
eniMmemon-nukvéInta ¢oo Kal n enint®on-nocootd.
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a. H gvvora rov vooruarog. To véonua (disease) a-
noteNel TNV emotnpoviki e€iiynon tng app@oriag (illness).
Zoppmva pe v kabigpopdvn dnoyn, 1o véonua eivat
BAGBN svdg Kuttdpov 1 1010V, i opyduov i GLOTHPATOG.
Ocewpia rnov 10xVe1 and 11§ apx€g tov 19ov aidva (Bichat
1771-1802, Virchow 1821-1902) ka1 nov avuxkaréom-
oe Tn Bewpia twv xvpodv tov Iannvov (131-201 p.X.),

nov foxvoe yia 2000 nepinov xpdvia. >4

To véonpa anotedei Siatapaxni tng vyeiag nov oei-
Aetal oe mapodikni kuttapiki BAGBn kai ek@pdzel tn vo-
onpn Siadikacia (Aatvikd, morbus-i). “Exer gvapén,
Sidpkeia ka1 népag. H évapén 1 1o népag ing véoov a-
notenoVv ovuBdvra (events), &nnadri petaBonég oro
xpdvo. Znpeia, 6SnAadn, pstdnimwong and v kardora-
on ng vyeiag omv Kardoraon tng véoov (miv. 1).

8. I'lepirddoeis voonparog (cases of disease). Agv a-
notenoVv npdowna, andd cvpBdvra (events) mov ermi-
ovpBaivouv oe dropa. O dppworog €xel pia nepintoon
voonparog n, pe daan Siardnoon, pia nepintoon vo-
onparog ocvuBaiver ¢° éva dropo, nov kaBioctarar €1
Eeviotrig (host).

y. ZvuBdv (event) kai Kardoraon (state). Eviote, o1 860
Né€eig ovvoBetovtal kar and tn AEEn vyesia (SnAadn
health event ka1 health state) kar Snadvouvv 600 tensi-
g S1a@opetkeEg npooeyyioelg ing véoov. H noocotiko-
nofnon, pdaiota, twv Vo avtdv ekppdoswv anaitsi Sia-
@opetikd p€rpa ovxvaorntag, Y€rpa eninroong yia 1d vo-
onpd cvpBdvra rai pérpa emmnoNacpos yia tig voonpgg
rartaordoeis. Ta ovpBdvra @épovial kKal wg «VEeg Mmepl-
MOOLIG», EKPpaAcn SU®S Mov 8ev Tovizel To otypiaio
Xapaxipa tov voonpot eneicodiov. Ta cupBdvra nap-
Bdvouv x@dpa («ovpBaivouvv») oto xpdvo, evad o1 Kara-
otdoeig vndpxouvv owwnBwg ¢’ éva onpeio tov xpdvov.

8. Znpelakd ovuBdvia (point events) kar ovuBdvra rne-
p16Sov (period events). H 8idkpion eivar ovoidéng yia
nv Karavénon tng Sia@opds twv 8o PEpwv enintm-
ong, 6nNadni ng enimwong-noocootoV Kal g Emnintw-
ong-nukveINIag.

e. [Npoowno-otiyuri (person moment N instance). O 6-
pog e101xOn yia va SnA®oel du pia nepinimwon voori-
parog ovpBaivel 0" éva nNpEomno G HId CLYKEKPIPEVN
XPOVIKNA OTIypn.

ot. I'lIAnBuvouo-xpdvog (population-time). Efvar Bepe-
ADddNng vvola yia tn p€rpnon tng voonpdtntag i Kai
ng Bvnoipdintag os avoiktotg ninbuvopovg. Efval to é-
Bpoiopa TV XPOoVIKGOV NePIGdmv naparonoBOnong tmv
HEADV €VOG avolktol nAnBuopol Otov NPEPONOYIAKS
xpdvo. Anoteneftal and dneipeg nPoomIIo-OTIyHES.
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Mivaxkag 1. Tafivépnon twv Siatapax@v tng vyeiag avddoya pe 1o &i-
806 tng BAGBNG (uéviun 1A 6x1) kai 1o enfneo tng Siatapaxnig (opyavi-
KG, NEIOLPYIKG, KOIVOVIKG).

Eninedo IMapodikn 8Ad6Bn Mévipn BAG6n
(Morbus) (Vitium)

Opyaviké Néoog (disease) Meiovekukdinta (impairment)

Aerovpyiké  Appdortia (illness) Avikavéinta (disability)

Kowwvikd AcBéveia (sickness)  Avannpia (handicap)

WHO (1980)

Vitium-i. =Apaptia, opdipa, Kakia, movnpia. Anodibétav pgxpi npdu-
VOg ®G OtiyHa.

z. Kdeloros (closed, cohort) kar avoikidg (open, dy-
namic) nAnBvoudg. Eivar eaipsnird ovoiddng n 8id-
Kp1on 1oV 880 avtdv T8nmv Snpoypa@irkadv nAnOLoUOY.
O1 kAeiotof mAnBuopol xapakinpizovtal ané éva oup-
Bdv (rm.x. n yévvnon omnv EAAGSa) kar n 1818tnta tov
Héhovg Tov KAelotob nAnBuvopoy Siatnpeftar en’ dnel-
pov kai Sev xdveral pe 1o 6dvaro 1oV PENDV TOL NAN-
Buopov (m.x. o1 yevunBévieg otnv EnAGSa). Tov nin-
Buousd auvté xapaxrinpizel, Snwg AEyeral, N «OTATIOTIKA
abavaoia». And tov khe1oté nAnBvopd anayopeveral n
g€o80g.

O avoiktég nAnBuvopdg, aviibera, xapaktnpizetalr and
H1a kardotaon Kai n 1818tnta tov pénouvg Tov NANBLoHOL
Siapkel oo Siapkei n kardoraon avrri. O avolktég nAn-
Buoudg napovoidzel svannayn (turnover) @V HEAGV TOV
(m.x. o1 Raroikovvieg omv EAnGSa) kar n obotaoni touv
(nA1IkK1aKA 1A Katd @VBNo) Sev petaBdnnetar pe v ndpo-
80 1oL xpdvov.

[1péne1 va toviotei 611 kar orovg 660 ténovg nNAnBv-
OUV emrpérieral n €i0080¢ VE®V HENDV.

n. I'epimdoeis enimwong (incident cases) kar nepi-
mrdoels emnoNacuol (prevalence cases). Tovizetar xai
ndA éu Sev mpdkertal yia ta dropa, annd yia «mepi-
MOoe1g voonudiov» rov cvuBaivouv ora dropa. Kat o1
HEV MEPIMTAOOEIS enimt®wong (01 PEPSHUEVES WG VEEG Me-
pimdoeig) eivar cvpuBdvra (onpeia oto Xpdvo), o1 S¢ ne-
pImtdOoelg emmnonacpol anoteovy kataotdoeig (kan €-
xouv 81dpKela Oto XpAEvo).

3. METPA ZXYXNOTHTAX

Ta pérpa cvxvdintag (measures of occurrence i rate
measures of occurrence ri measures of disease frequen-
cy*) yia v noootikonoinon tng voonpdtag Siakpi-

* O1 Né€eig occurrence kai frequency otnv Eménpionoyia efvai
OLVAVLHES KAl onpaivouv cuxvdintd.
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vovtal o€ spunelpikd (naparnprioipa) kai Bewpnurd* (un
napatnprioipa, agnpnuéva). H Siaipeon Baoizetar oto
€ibog touv Topéa (domain) i tng 1éd€ng avagpopdg (refer-
ent), nov ora suneipikd pgrpa cvxvdmrag eivar nanbv-
OHO-XpAvog i OBVONO MPOCMITO-OIIYHAV, V@ ota Oe-
wpntikd péipa sival pia agpnpnuévn kartnyopia (niv. 2).
Eivar okémpo va toviotei 6t ta euneipikd p€ipa ov-
xvdtntag cvvtdooovtal Je adpioto (M.X. O EMIOAACHOS
g vOoOUL X Ntav...), evd 1a Bewpniikd P€rpa pe eve-
orota (n.x. o kKivduvog tng véoov X sivar...). "

4. EMITEIPIKA METPA XYXNOTHTAZ

Ta espneipikd pérpa ovxvdintag Siakpivoviar os pé-
Ipa enimtwong Kai pérpa smnohacpoy. 17

4.1. Métpa emmimTwong

Ta epneipird péipa enimwong Siaipovial os péipa
enimmong-nocootoy (incidence-proportion) kair os pé-
pa enintowong-nukvotntag (incidence-density). Koiwvé
XAPAKINPIOTIKS Kal tov 800 pépwv enfmwong efval 6-
1 Ol MEPIMTOOEIS VOONHATOG, TV oroiwv perpdral n ov-
xvdinta, efval oupBdvia (ene1c681a 11 petaBongg oro xpo-
vo). H sp@dvion nepimooswv snimoong ¢’ §vav nan-
Buoud npotnobgtel tnv napakonoVONon tov oto XpPs-
vo. O nAnBuvopdg, Snhadn, sivar évag nAnBvoudg vro-
yneiov yia to ovuBdv. Anotedeitar andé dropa, ta o-
nofa efvar noyikd Suvvard va Bidoouvv 10 cuuBdv.

Enimrwon-nocoord. Efval 10 nocootd tov npoomIio-
ouypdv omv apxi g napakonovbnong (Ty=emoin-
HOVIKGG XpAVoG), Mov eU@AVIoE TIG MEPITTIOOEIS TNG VO-
oov kard t 8idpkela p1ag opIcPEVNS XPOVIKNAG MePIS-
Sov. O1 nepimt@doel§ tng véooL, TowV oMnoimv penstdral
n ouvxvdinta, eivalr cupBdvia nov naparnpovvral Kard
n Si1dpkeia tng nepiéSov napakonovOnong Kair ovoud-

* To eniBero BewpnuikSG-N-6 XapakInpizel pia NVELHATKLG Spa-
ompidtnta, nov emdidkel kar peBodeveral tnv ebpeon ng a-
ABe1ag (sfval n nepioxn g yvaoong). H Spactnpidinta av-
14, pazi pe v aioBnukni Kal NPAkKTKG nvevpankr Spactn-
pidtnta, anotedovv 1ig Baoikég Siaotdoeig (vnapflakd enine-
6a) tov avBpdnov. Z1o Asitobpynua tng yvadong, n Bswpnti-
KN evépyeia Siactpdveral o 1pia Kupiwg enineda: (a) to ai-
oBdvecbai (sentire), (B) to avuinapBdvecsBar (percipere) kai
(y) To voeiv (cogitare). H emotnpovikr napdSoon cupunigkel
v aicBnon kai v avtidnyn o §va Kai 1o {610 nvevpatks
KraBeotadg, nov 1o ovoudzel guneipia (experience). H gpner-
pia, enopévmg, avidiactéANeTal Mpog T vénon Kdal 6X1 Mpog
™ Bswpntuki evépyeia, agoy Kai o1 560, SnAadri n vénon kai
n guneipia, cvvictobv ™ BewpniKA evépyeld. Znv ayyAIKA
€MIOTNUOVIKI opodoyia xpnoipornoleital cuxvd 1o enibero Oe-
wpnUKGSG (theoretical), avii tov vonukdg, os avudiactonni
rpog 10 euneIpIkeg (empirical).
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Mivaxkag 2. TaSivépnon 1ov péipev ouxvdiniag 1ov voonpdiev.

Euneipikd pcpa

— Métpa enimoong (incidence rate)
Enimtwon-nocootd (incidence proportion)
Enimtwon-nukvéinta (incidence density)

- Métpa emnodacpot (nocootd) (prevalence rates)
Znpelakdg emnonacpds (point prevalence)
EninoAaopudg nepiédov (period prevalence)

- Xpévot enimmong

Ocwpnrikd pgpa

- Enimwon-nocooté

- Enimwon-nukvéinta
- EminoAaopég-nocooté
— Kiv8uvog (risk)

— Oz (odds)

zovtal ocvuBdvra nepiddov (period events). H enimtwon-
nocootd e@apudzeral Hovo oe KAe1otovg nANBLopHoBg
Kal £QS00oV 0 ap1Busg twv cvpBdvimv nepiédov Sev i-
val oxXetkd peydnog. To pérpo autd cuxvaotntag €xel vén-
Ha, spéoov n Sidpkeia naparooOnong eunepi€xeral
omv gvvold g eniNto®ong-nocootd, dnws n Bpspikn ri
VEOYVIKN voonpdtnta, anniadg Ba npénel va skepdzeral
HE capnvela.

Tapdbeiyua: EGv 10 yuvaikeg and nuig 100 pe ev 1o
BdBe1 pAeBoBpSuBwon (Ty=0 xpdvog ng Sidyvwong)
spgavicovv nvevpovikA euBonn orn Sidpkela evég pni-
va and 10 xpévo Sidyvmwong, téte 10 npoidv Ing diai-
peong % =0,10 anoteNel TNV eNfMI@on-rnocootd TN MVEL-

< < ¢ ‘ . 10
povikhg gpBonrig. To 0,10 ka1 6x1 10 Kowé KAdopa 00

@épetal og rate.* H uun 0,10 €xe1 vénpa, spdoov ava-
@épetal o XpovikS Sidotnpa tov priva yia 1o onoio 1-
oxvel Kal anoktd dAAn onpaocia, €dv 1o Xpoviké 8id-
ompa sivar pIkpStepo 1 peyanvrepo.

H enimwon-nocooté tov Bavdrov, dtav o1 npoowno-
OTIYHEG OTOV ITapovopacti agopolv dropa ndoxovida a-
6 OLYKEKPIPNEVO véonua, @Eperal pe tov €181kS Spo
Bvntdinta (case fatality rate). Kai otnv nepinmtoon avtii
10 P€rpo ovxvaIntag orepeital vonparog, edv 8sv ava-
@Egpetal o Xpoévog, n.x. SIETAG 1A neviaemg Ovnidinta. 5%

Enimwon-nukvornta: H enimoon-nukvéinta noooti-
Koriolef Tnv gpgdvion evég cvpBdvrog pe tdé€n avago-
pdg wia nengpacpévn noodtnta nanBuvopo-xpovov. O 1-

* Tovizetar n 81agopd tov kKAdoparog (fraction), m.x. 2. nov
10

€xe1 apiBunti (2) ka1 napovopaotri (10), kai Tov npoidvrog
1ng Siaipeong 0,2, nov anoteNei 1o rate, 10 ornoio onv npo-
Kelpévn nepimmon gival mocootd.
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S18p0p@og avtég xpdvog (mov Sev eival nueponoyia-
KGG A NAIKIAKGG) mpokvntel Katd v Kivnon evég nin-
Buopov (avolktob i Kal KNAEIOTOV) OTov NPEPONOYIAKS
xpdvo Kai cvviotatal and dreipo ap1Bud npocwno-oriy-
pdv. Anotensl 10 dBpoIoPaA TOV ATOHIK@OV XPOVIK®V ME-

p168wv napakonoOnong twv PeEAGV Tov NANBLOPOYV.

Me Sebopévo 611 1dén avagopdg oto epnelpikd avid
pEIpo ouxvdtntag eival o NANBLCPO-XPAVOG, N CLXVO-
nta agopd uévo v gp@dvion ovpBdvimv Kal 6x1 Ka-
taotdoswv. Tovizetar kal ndi1 6t eneidni o apOuss twv
MPOCWITO-CIIYU@AV MOoL mePIEXetal o €va ocodnmnorte
Bpaxv &idotnpa nAnBuvopo-xpdvou eival drneipog, n €k-
@paon tov HEIPoL avtol ®S Mocootol otepeital von-
parog. Oa sivar &nnadri ndvrote pndgv.

H enimwon-nukvdinta Sev sivar kaBapsg apiBudg, an-
NG €xel apevsg pev aplBunmknA TP Kal a@etépov povd-
8a pérpnong. Edv, n.x., om Sidpkeia 50 etdv nAnBuopo-
xpdvouv ocvpBotv 100 nepimdoelg evég voonparog, tote
n enimoon-nuKvVSINTa ekPpdzeral and 1o cuvSLACUS TNG
ap1Bunukig tpng (apiBpdg povddmv) 100/50=2 rar tng
povddag pérpnong (1 €og)? kai dpa, étav n voonpdin-
1a 1 n Bynopdinta ekPpdzovial os eNfMmON-MLRVAINIA,
Ba npénel va avagéperal 6x1 pévo n aplOuntkni TP an-
Ad Kal n povdda pérpnong. H ékppaon 2 (1 grog)?! eivan
10086vapn pe v ékppaon 200 (100 gm)?, agot npo-
kromtel and v nponyotusvn nondannacidzoviag t6co
v apOpntki tph 2 oo kai 11 povddeg (1 €rog)? e-
ni 100. Tovizetar 6u eivar AavBaopévo va ekgpdzetal n
enimoon-nukvémnta g 100/10%/émn. O1 nepimdoeig 1ov
vooriparog Kai n tdén avagopdg (nAnBuopo-xpdvog)
omv enfmeoon-nukveinta §ev anotenobv apiBuntii kai
rnapovopaoctn, agov o Néyog Sev efval kowd khdopa. H
1d€n avagopdg Sev sival adidoraro péyebog, annd €xel

n Sidotaon tov xpdvov. &%

Zmv eikéva 1 gaiverar Siaypappatkd o 1pdénog vno-
Aoyiopol g snifMtmong-nurvAINTag evég VOOHHATOg
(N) o' évav avoikté nanBvopud 10 atépwv, &nhadn o’
gvav nAnBuvopd dnov o xpdvog napakonoBnong 1, pe
dnnn Siardnmwon, o xpdvog napapovig orov nanbuvopd
Sev eival o i810¢ yia 6Aa ta pénn tov nAnBuvopov. H
S1dpkela ng pen€ing eival neviaems (NPePONOYIAKSS
xpévog, 1990-1994).

‘Onwg npoxrovmnrel and mv eikéva 1, to dépoiocua twv
XPOVIKAV MEPIGEmY napakonovBnong, SnAadn o nan-
Buopo-xpdvog, v 10 atdpwv eivar 25 én. Ztov nan-
Buopo-xpdvo avidév avag@épovial o1 5 MeEPITTDOEIS VO-
ofiparog. H enimwon-nukvdinta oinv npokeipévn mne-
pimwon eivar (5/22)x(1 €og)? i 0,2x(1 gtog)! 1 20
(100 ). YnevBopizetar 6u o ninBuopo-xpévog eival
EMIOCTINHOVIKGS XPOVOg Kal €Xel wg T, tn otyun nov ap-
xizel n naparonoOnon kai Siapkei 600 xpovikS Sid-
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Eikéva 1. Aiaypapparnxi napdotacn evég avoikrot ninBuopot 10 a-
duwv kabdg Kiveitar otov npepodoyiaké xpévo (N=8vaptn tov voor-
parog, o=advvapia napakohovOnong).

otnpa 1o dropo Bpioxkerar orov nAnBuvopd kai vnd mna-
parkonovBnon. Zrov avolkié nAnbuvopd, dnwg dANwote
Kal Otov RAEI0TS, enitpénetral n eflco80g VEmv pendv Ka-
1d tn SidpKeia ng Kivnong towv nAnBuopdv oto xpdvo.
2e avtiBeon pe tov KAg10T6, dnov anayopesvstal n £€o-
80g, orov avoikté nAnBuvopd ta péin svanndocovtai, a-
@oU £€ opiopot «emrpénerar n €€o6og and avtév (Sv-
vapikdg nanbuvoudg).

4.2. Métpa emimolaopol

2nuelakcg emmnodacuds. ‘Otav n ovxvdintd 10V Vo-
oriparog nov penerdral 8sv agopd evdpeig Tov voon-
Harog (véeg mepinidoelg), mov anotedoVv onpeia oto
xpévo (ocvpBdvra), anAd raractdosig mov €xovv 8i1dp-
KE1d, TOTE TO PEIPO oLuXvATNTag ovopdzeral EMNONACUOS
Kal gfvalr mocootd nov mnpokrvel and éva Kows KNd-
oua, to omnoio €xel ap1BuntA 11g vndpxovosg (VEeg Kai
nali€g) NeEPIMIAOOEIS VOORIATOS Kal rapovopaoti (tdén
ava@opdg) pia og1pd Mpoc®O-OIIYU@V.

H Bdon penéing omnv nepintowon auvtri eival n topni -
vé¢ mAnBuopoy Kal 0 LIOAOYICHOS YiVETal O€ pid opl-
OMévn OTIyPn TOL NUEPOAOYIAKOU XPAvou.

Emnodaocuds nepiobov. E1nv nepimon auti, ol me-
PIMIDOEIS eMIOAAcPol apopolV Uid Xpovikh nepiodo,
oLVROWS PENNOVTIKA.

Eviote, 6nwg ka1 otnv enintowon, xpnoiponolisital Kkai
n évvola tov avanoyikoV emrnoAacpoyv, Mn.X. 10 nooo-
O16 TV EYKEQPANIKAV €ne1008imv nov sivalr aipoppa-

Vle 18-25

N. XITAPOZ

4.3. Xpdvog emitrToong (incidence time)

‘Otav kard m 8idpkeia piag Xpoviknig repiddov, ouvi-
Bwg parpdg, 6na ta dropa evdég nanBuvopoy (knsiotos R
avolKkToV) sp@avicovy 1o véonpa Tov Oroiov n CLXVAIN-
1a penerdral, Téte n oLXVATNTA ALTH UNopsl va EKQPAoTel
e 1o péoo 11 Sidpeco xpdvo napakonovBnong (Ty=gvapén
ng napakonotBOnong kar T,=ep@dvion tov voonuarog).

Ynv eménpioNoyiknh €psuva, o Xpdvog spgdviong e-
v4g voonparog perpdral oe oxéon pe 8idpopa cvpBdvra.
[1x., edv npdkemral yia nAIKIARS Xxpdvo, 16te 1o oLPBAEV
avagopdg (reference event) (T;) eivar n yévvnon kat o
Xpévog enfmwong efvail S1a@opetikég yia KGOe dropo. A-
viiBera, edv npdkertal yia npEPONOYIAKS XpAvo, TO OLU-
Bdv avagopds (T,) efvar n yévvnon tov Xpiotod kai o
xpévog enimmwong sival o i810g yia éna ta dropa. I'lx.,
€éva dGropo Mov gu@avizel 10 NP@To EUPPAyHd TOL HLO-
rapdiov 1o 1990 oe nhikia 50 etdv, €xel xpdvo enimtw-
ong 1990 € otov nueponoyiaks xpovo rai 50 €in otov
nAikiarS. [popavadg, edv éva dropo Sev gugavizer €u-
@paypa tov pvokapdiov, o xpdvog snimwong Ssv opi-
zeral. ZUXVd OTIG MEPIMTOOEIS ALTEG XPNOIPOoNoIEiTal pia
obuBaon, nov Bewpsi 61 10 dropo pe arkabdépioto xpo-
VO eniMmong «€xe1 XpSvo eninmmong» rnov vrepBaivel tov
1eNevtaio xpévo nov 1o dropo Ba unopodos va spgavi-
oel 1o véonpa. Mia yvvaika, n.x., nov vrnoBandnke oe v-
otepektopn 1o 1990 ka1 enopgvmg Sev eppdvios notE kap-
Kivo Tng pritpag, tafivopsitar éu €xel Xpovo eminmong
TOL KAPKivoL Tng pnitpag peyadviepo and 1990 ém.’¢

4.4. Avadoyika pétpa ouxvéTnTOG (proportionate rates)

Zuxvd, eivar e€aipetikd evBiapépov va sival yvoworn
N OXETIKN OLXVAINTA VOGS VOONPATOG, I1.X. va gival yvm-
016 10 MOCOOTS TV LIIEPTACIKGV (emnonacpdg) nov nd-
oxouvv and Sevteponabri vnépraon fi TO NOCOCTS TWV
«a1pv1biov kapdiakdv Bavdiov» oe o0xX€on npog nv -
Ninwon SAwV TV «0§€mv ote@aviainv eneicodinvs». Ei-
val npo@avég ét o1 karaotdoslg (vnépraon) n ta GLP-
Bdvra (Bdvaror and orepaviaia véco) Ba npénet va ei-
vail apoiBaiwg e€aipetéa. Ta avaroyird péipa cuxvdin-
1ag Sev prnopovv va LIIOKATACTNoOoLY Ta ouvvrdn Pépa
ovxvAINIag KAtd I PENEIN IOV «OXECE®V OLXVATNTAG»,
napd In oLXVNA TOLG XPNOIPOoINoinon O KAtaotdoelg 6-
MOV Ol MAPOVOUACTES TWV CLYKPIVOUEV®OV HEIP®OV OL-
xvotntag Sgv propouvv va perpnBolv anondtwg. g mne-
PIMIAOEIS ALTEG, AV TMV AVANOYIK®OV PETpmV eival po-
vipo va xpnoiponolovvial ta otz (odds), Snnadri ﬁ

Eivai evSiapépov, and Bswpntiki andyn, va toviotsl
411, npokeipgvou yia ocvuBdvra, ta avanoyikd pérpa Sgv
efval oUte pérpa emnonacpot annd ovte snimmwong. Agv
efval pérpa smnonacpol, apol 8sv agpopolv Kartaord-
osig, Kal Sev efval eniong pérpa snintwong, agol Ssv
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ava@épovtal omv spgdvion cvpBdviov otn povdda tov
nAnBuvopo-xpdvouv.®

4.5. AmOAUTO PETPOr OUYVOTNTOG

To annolotepo kai yia S101KNTIKEG AvAYKES 1KAVO-
nomtkS Pérpo ovxvdintag eival n andavin cuxvdinta
€vOG VOONHArog, I.X. 0 aplOuds 1oV NEPIIIOCEMDY El-
@payparog tov pvokrapdiov nov cuvvéBnoav to 2000 oe
wa Soiknuikn nepipépeia (Abriva). H ouvxvdinta avri
Suwg Sev npooéperal yia ocvykpioslg, apot e€aprdral
and 1o péyebog Tov voYneiov yia To véonua nanbuv-
opoU Kat tn SidpKeia napakonovONorig Tov Kal, Enope-
Vg, OtepEital emornpovikoy ev8ia@gpoviog.

4.6. Tevik& kan €101KG PETpa GUXVOTNTOG

Ta spneipikd pipa ovxvdintag Siakpivovial o Yevi-
Kd (overall) ka1 €161kd (specific).

Edv c=0 apibudg tov nepintdosmwv 1ov vooriiatog
rnov ocvpBaivouvv omv 1dén avagopdg

b=10 péyebog g 1d&ng avagpopdg (osipd npo-
OWIIO-OTIYUOV i MANBLOHO-XPAEVOog)

r=L
b

‘Otav ta ¢ kai b avagépovrar omv oAdtnta Ing e-
urneipiag tov nANBvopoV, Tdte 10 PEPO oLXVATNTAS €f-
vai yeviké ka1 cuvowizel ta €181kd PErpa ouxvéIntag Ka-
1d nAikia:

omnov cyb;= €181k6 pérpo ouxveIntag.

To yevikS pérpo ovxvdintag anotsisi §va otabuiops-
vo UE00 6po v e181IKGV (m.X. Katd nAikia) psipmv ov-
xvéintag pe Bdpn (W) ioa i avdhoya npog ta aviioroxa
HeVEDN TV NAIKIAKOV oTpoudtov.®®

4.7. TevikG adp& Kal YEVIKG TTPOTUTTOHEVD
HETPO OLXVOTNTOG

Ta yevird pérpa (overall rates) cuxvérintag nov vrio-
Aovyizovial ¢’ éva cuvykekpipévo nAnBvoud ovopdzovtat
abpd (crude rates). ‘Otav anarteitar obyrpion Vo ye-
VIKOV PETpOV ouxvaeTntag mov agopovv 8vo Siagope-
11KkoUg nAnBuopovs pe Siagpopsnikn obvBson katd nii-
Kia, téte eival avdykn, yia va e§ouvderepwbei n cuyxu-
TIKA enibpaon tng naikiag, va xpnoiponomnBbovv Koivd
Bdpn yia t otdBuion 1V €181IKOV PEIpwY cuXVASTNTAG
10V 860 nAnBuvopdv. “Exel emkparricel o nAnBuopdg rnov
Saveizel 1a Bdpn (6nhadni tn obvBeon kard niikia) va
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ovopdzetai «npdrunog» (standard) kai ta yevikd péipa
Mov MNPOKUVMTOLVY «Ipotunmpuévar (standardized).

Onoiadnnote emAoyn nAnBuopoy, nov Ba Saveioel
otoug 660 cuykprvSuevoug nAnBvopovg ta Bdpn tov, -
€ao@anizel nv eykupdnta tng ovykrpiong, SnAadn v
anandayn and m cLYXLTIKA eniSpaon tng nAikiag (con-
founding).

Evtotrtoig, n akpiBela ting obykpiong e€aprdral onpa-
vikd and v smioyn tov Bapdv. Apiotn smioyn Oe-
wpeitalr dtav

=1

by by
W, = 1,1 —_"1°0
1 Do byj + by

To Si0pBwpcvo yevikG pépo ocuvxvaorntag (adjusted
overall rate) Sev onpaiver tinote dano, napd 1o éu W zb,.

H napa&ooiakn 8idkpion tng npordnmong (standard-
ization) oe dueon kai éppeon Baoizetar oe napavénon
ka1 Sev npénet va xpnoipornoleital. “Exoviag vnéyn 6-
11 npdtvnog nAnBuvopdg sivar o nAnBvopdg mov Savei-
ze1 Ty nAikia Tov, n 81dKpion og dpson Kai EUPECn Mnpo-
nwon e€agavizerai.

H 8iagpopd 1ov otabuiopévmv yevikadv péipwv sival
0 otaBbpIopévog HECOS GPog TV 81aPOP@V TV EISIKAOV
HEpwV ouxvotitev e ta i8ia Bdpn. Anarteitar npoco-
X 61 auvté Sev 10xVel dtav penerdral o NGYog TV ye-
VIKQOV pépov. H évvola tng npotdnwong, eniong, Ssv
unopei va sgappootel étav cvykpivovial otz (odds).>¢

5. OEQPHTIKA METPA XYXNOTHTAZ

2e aviiBeon pe ta spneipikd pPEpa cuxVATNTAg, MOL
via 1d&n avagopdg (referent) ri topga (domain) €xovv
nAnBuopo-xpdvo 11 oe1pd NPOCWMO-CIIYUAV (serie of per-
son-moments), ta Bewpnurd pspa €xovv wg 1dén a-
vaeopdg n top€a pia agnpnpévn karnyopia, onwg -
VANIKEG Pe omoBoOoTEPVIKG CLOPIKTIKG névo (oto Sia-
YVWOTIKS TOHEA), €VANIKEG Xwpi§ £u@paypa tov puo-
rap&iov (orov amoyvmotikS topéa) kat dppmwaotol pe -
@paypa tov pvokapdiov (otov npoyvwortikd topga). H
gvuvola ng Katnyopiag orepeitai (sivar anannaypévn) to-
MO-XPOVIK@®V OLVIEIAYUEV®Y.>®

To péyebog evég Bewpniikoy péipov cuxvaorntag Sgv
vrnonoyizeral, annd €xel1 a priori pia cuykekpipgévn annd
dyvoworn tpi. H upnid avtd ekupdrar pe 8don ta epnet-
PIKA pérpa ovxvdintag nov diamor@vovial og €vav o-
pIOPEVO TopEd.

Ta Bewpnukd pgrpa ocvxvdntag TONoLV NOcoctov (e-
ninwong 1i emnoNacpov) sk@pdzovv v mbavdinta 6-
1 p1d TUXAia NPOCWIO-OTyPN And IOV TOPEd OXETizeral
pe 10 ovuBdv 11 tnv Kardotaon, Tn GLXVAINTA TOL OMOi-
ov ek@pdzel 10 nocoord. H avrictoixn tov eupneipirod
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u€rpov ovxvdiniag (rate) napéxer pia exkripnon (onpeio
i Sidotnpa) tng mBavadtntag avtig.

‘Onwg €va epreipiké p€rpo ovxvdintag propei va ei-
val €181K6 yia éva opiopEvo orpdpa, €101 Kal 10 Bsw-
pnuikS P€rpo ovxvdintag unopel va €xel tdén avago-
pdg, 6x1 évav apnpnuévo touéa (katnyopia), annd &-
vav a@npnpévo €181KS LIOToPEa.

To BewpniikS P€rpo ouxvotntag TVNoL-NOcocTov Mna-
povoidzel pia evBiapgpovoa oXEon e TNV EMMT@®oNn-Iu-
rvdtnta (incidence-density, ID). Xuykekpipéva, étav n
£niMmmon-1nocooté agopd éva cuuBdv nov crov opicud
10V nepinapBdvel pia avornpd kabopiopgvn XPOVIKA Iie-
piodo (ty—t;), 161 n enimwon-nocootd eivai n abpoi-
ouxrn snintwon (cumulative incidence rate, CIR) nov nipo-
KUIIEL ano 11§ XPOvo-e181KES eMMAoeIG-nukvaornteg (ID,)
€VIOE ALTNG TNG XPOVIKNAG MePIGSou:

CRR,, =1- exp[— % (ID‘)d‘]

O1 BepnTIKES EMIMIEOOEIG-TOCOOTA MPOoPaAvVAS Sev ei-
val 6heg aBpolotikEg emmaoelg, agol n SidpKkeld TV
oLVVAPAV XPOVIKAV mnepidbwv Ssv sivar avornpd opi-

N. XITAPOZ

opévn, n.x. n Buntdinta evdg voonparog pnopei va a-
vagéperal os §va, 800, 1pia 1 nepioodtepa £n.

‘Otav n Bewpntiki eNiMI®ON-Mocootd avagEpedl orn
ovxvdinta evog avembiuntov cvuBdviog, téte ek@pPd-
ze1 Tov KivBuvo (risk) tov cvpBdvrog avrov yia gva tu-
xaio dropo tov topéa tov PEIpov ovxvdintag. O Bew-
pNTIKGG emMMONACPSg, Mov efval eniong nocootd, pno-
pef va ergpdzel kivbuvo. Auté cvuBaiver dtav peietd-
a1 0 PEANOVIIKGG €mnoNdcuds piag avemOvuntng Ka-
1dotaong. MeNNovTikGG voeital o emnonAacuds os OXE-
on pe évav topé€a xpovikd KaBopiopévo, onmg I.X. n
Karnyopia 1ov appadotmv rnov Bpiokovral og npadipo ord-
810 p1ag véoov, ondie 0 HENEIOHUEVOS TOUEAS TOL Eql-
rnonacpoy eival o LNOTOUEAg TWV APPOCI®V MOV Erl-
Bidvouv pia opiopévn xpovikh nepiodo.

‘Onwg n mBavdinta (p), €rol kai to otz (odds) ﬁ

sival BewpntikS P€po cuxvdintag Kai Sgv vrioNoyizerat,
anAd exktipdral and ta euneipikd pérpa ovxvdmntag. Ei-
val o§pmpo, enopdvmg, va ypdeeral Gt 10 SUnEIpIKG
otz ritav ico npog 0,6, yiati to otz efvar Bswpntiki €v-
vola Kai, €péoov eKtipdral, OLVIACOEIAl HE EVEOCTAIA
Xpovo.
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The concept of morbidity
L. SPAROS
Laboratory of Clinical Epidemiology,
School of Nursing, University of Athens, Athens, Greece
Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2001, 18(3):303-311

Morbidity is an essential concept in the health sciences in totum and in epidemiology particularly. It is a univer-
sal concept that becomes understandable by its operational definition. Morbidity is the occurrence (or fre-
quency) of diseases. With the process of measurement the theoretical concept becomes observable. The rate
measures of occurrence are empirical and theoretical. The empirical measures of disease occurrence are of two
types, namely incidence measures and prevalence measures, corresponding to the two ways in which the health
of a person may be considered. The first observes the number of health-related events or incidents that a per-
son experiences. The second evaluates the person’s state of health at a specific point period in time that is what
exists or prevails. The incidence measures are of two types: incidence-proportions and incidence-densities. The
proportion-type incidence rate quantifies the occurrence of an event in association with a series of person-mo-
ments, finite in number, enumerated as the denominator input for the rate, and constituting its referent. The
incidence-density rate quantifies occurrence in a finity amount of population-time accrued as a population
moves over time and comprising an infinite number of person-moments, population-time being the sum of the
members’ individual fragments of person-time of follow-up. Given a population-time referent for an empirical
rate, the frequency can be only concerned with the occurrence of an event and not with a state in it, the sec-
ond input to the rate being the number of cases of that event occurring within the population-time. The inci-
dence-density rate, while having these two quantities as inputs, is expressed through the articulation of the unit
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and number of these, e.g. 10 cases in 100 person-years is expressed as 0.1 units of (1 year)? or 10 units of
(10? years)™. The case and referent inputs into a density-type incidence rate do not constitute numerator and
denominator inputs, as the ratio is not a common fraction on account of the dimensionality of the referent in-
put. When a state (of health) is at issue the referent is inherently a series of person-moments, and the rate ex-
presses the frequency with which the state was associated with those person-moments, i.e. prevailing at those
person-specific moments. It is a prevalence rate in this definitional sense. The empirical rates may be overall
or specific rates and the overall rates may be crude or standardized. The overall rates are of interest as sub-
stitutes for the respective sets of specific rates on two accounts, simplicity and precision. A theoretical rate has
as its referent or domain an abstract defined category. A theoretical rate of the proportion type represents the
probability that a non-selected instance (person-moments) from the domain of the rate is associated with the
state or event whose frequency in that domain the rate expresses, while a corresponding empirical rate provides
an estimate (point, interval) of this probability. When a theoretical incidence proportion concerns the occur-
rence of an undesirable event, it represents the risk of that event for unselected individuals in the domain of
the rate.

Key words: Crude rates, Incidence-density, Incidence-proportion, Overal rates, Period prevalence, Point prevalence, Spe-

cific rates, Standardized rates
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