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Is Strongyloides stercoralis endemic in Greece?

Abstract at the end of the article

Né8ei1g evpemnpiov: Strongvloides stercoralis,
Eménponovyia,
Apeocog KOKNOG ZoNG,
Eppeocog kOkAoG zmng

H otpoyyvioeibiaon npokadeitar and 2 €ién tov e-
VTEPIKOL vnuateddn okdAnka Strongyloides. To mo Koi-
v6 avBpodmvo naboydvo eivair o Strongvloides stercoralis,
eV To ANNo eibog, o Strongvloides fuelleborni, Bpicketal
onopadikd omv Agpikn kai otnv [Nanova Néa lNovivéa.
O Strongyloides stercoralis evBnpei oe MOANEG TPOMIKES
Kal LITOTPOMIKEG MEPIOXEG O ONOKANPO TOV KOOUO.

H petdboon tng hoipwéng ovpBaivel petd  Sidtpn-
on tng embeppibag tov avhp@nov and 1¢ HOAVCHATIKES
@INapI0€18eiG MPOVOUEPES, Ol OMOIEg £10€pXOVTAl OTN PAE-
Bikn KukAoopia Kal Bdvouvy cTovg MVELUOVEG, Orov
e108dANovy otig Kuwenibeg Kal veiotaviar 80o ekEV-
oe1g. O1 veapoi OK®ONANKEG PETAVACTEDOLY KATOMIV OTO
1paxeioBpoyxiké 6&ubpo kal tov npdobio @dpuyya, dnov
karanivovrai yia va @8dcoovv oto Aentd éviepo. Exel to
napaocitiké OnAvkS (napBevoyevetikd) Siatpund 1o BAev-
voyovo, wpipudzel Kal apxizel va napdyel wdpia. Ta od-
pla ekrkondnrovial oxe8év apéomg Kal aneAevbBep@dvovy
™ paB&oe1bn (rhabditiform) npoviuen. 1o nepiBaniov,
o1 paBboeibeig, 1ov otabiov npoviugesg (rhabditiform/
L, larvae) punopei va perapopemBoidv (uetd and 2 ek80-
O€1g) OTI¢ poAvoUatiKEG @inapiosldeig, 3ov otadiov npo-
vopeeg (filariform/L; larvae) (duecog kbkhog) 1 va Sia-
@oponoinBovv (petd and 4 ek8VoeIg) 0 DOPIPOLS UN
MapacitikoVg CKOANKES, APOeVIKO Kal BnAvké, ol oroiol
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zouwv eNevBepa (éppecog KOKNOG).! O1 OKAANKEG avtol
anehevBepdvoLy wdpla, and ta onoia eKKoAdntoviail ol
paBboeibeic nmpovdupes (L;), o1 onoisg, ovvnNBwg petd
and &vo exkbvoeig (L,), avantbocovial oti¢ poAvouari-
KéG @ihapioe1beig npovipgeg (Ls) nunopel petd and 4
ek8VoeIg va Sdoouvv pia dAAn yevid and dpIHovS OK®-
AnkKeg, ovvexizovtag €101 tov éupeco kKOokho. H Svvartd-
wta tov S. stercoralis va npokanei coBapn véoo opei-
Astal oto ealvOpeVo TNG avtoNoipmwEng Kal vnepAoipm-
€ng.? Ze karaotdoelg cuvSedUEVEG UE AVOOOKATACTONN
(ANYn KopPTIKOEISOV K.AM.) 0 KOKAOG tNG avtodoipmeng
smrtaxovvetal, pe anotéheopa taxeia ab€non tov @optiov
TOV OPIHOV OKOGANK®VY, N onoia oényei oto cvvSpopo
g vnepAoipmwéng. Mn edsyxdpevn vriepAoipmén e€edio-
oetalr oe Si1donaptn orpoyyviosibiaon (disseminated
strongyloidiasis). H doip®&n propei va sivar acvuntopa-
TIKN N va o8nynoel og cupnteopara and to 8épua (ueta-
vaotevTikO KVIS®TIKG e€dvBnua), to yaotpeviepiko (S1dp-
poia, emyactpikd dAyog, avopeia, andisia Bdpoug) kai
ToLvg nvevpoveg (Brnxag, ocuvpittovoa avanvon, Svonvoia,
aipéntuon). AoBeveic pe obOuSpopo vrephoipwing Kai
S81donaptng otpoyyvioeidiaong, NOYe® HAKpdg AAWYNG
KOpTIKOe18dV N xnpeioBepaneiag (Aéuempa, petapdo-
XELON VEQEP®V K.AIML), ERQavizovv evrovotepa 1a CLU-
nrdpara kai onpeia mg Aoipwéng, n 8 pazikn eicodog
HETAVACTELTIKAOV MPOVLHEAV ota Sidpopa dpyava odnyel
oe ekbNNDdoeIg oXetizOpeveg ue ta dpyava avtd. And
TOLG NVEVHOVEG UIOPEL va ep@aviotel ap@otepOnAsLPo
oibnpa, KuYPeNBIKN alpoppayia Kalr avopoloyeveig, ov-
xvd ypnyopa petaBanidpeveg 8inBnoeig. And 1o éviepo
priopel va napatnpnBei Sidonaon tov BAsvvoydvov, pe
anotéAeopa e€eAk@OEeIG, aipoppayia, NapaAvtiké €1Ned
ka1 Bakmplakég Kal HUKNTIACIKEG NOINKEEIS, Noym Sia-
@ULYNG and 1O KATECTPAPUEVO EVIEPO EVIEPIKNG XAWPI-
Sag.?

Eivar onpavtiké va yvwpizouv o1 y1atpol TG NeEPIOXES
énov o Strongyloides stercoralis evbnpei, t6co nayko-
oula (X®Peg pe vYnAn evdnuikdétnta napatnpovvidl otn
N.A. Acia, Aatvikn Apepiki Kai otnv KAte and t Za-
xdpa A@pikn), 6co kai otnv EAndSa, dote va pnopoidv
va tornomnolodv tovg acBeveig ekeivouvg nov Bpiokovtal
oe kivBuvo va anoktoouv t doipwén, 18iwg étav Adym
LIOKEIPNEVOL voonuatog AapBdvouv n npdkeitar va Ad-
Bouv KopTiKOEIONA.

Zxondg TnG MePIypa@ng avtng ATav n avixvevon ev-
SNPIKNG MEPIOXNG TOL MAPACITOL OTN XWPA PAG, N PENE-
m 1oV otadiov vrnapfng tov Strongvloides stercoralis
oto nepiBAnnov, n dolpoydévog §pdon Tov Kal n GLXVS-
ta petdSoong g Noipmwéng oto yevikd nAnBuoud.
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MEPITPA®H NMEPINTOQXEQY

Avbpag nAikiag 55 etdv and tnv Idrpa, pe pepBpavaddn
oneipaparove@pinda Kar Asvkoparovpia ve@p®oikoD emmé-
Sov, vnoBanAdtav oe CLXVA avdAvon Tov 1ZAPATOS TV 0VPKV,
pétpnon AsvK®OUATog oVpwv 24@dpov, Bioxnuikd EAsyxo (ué-
1pNon ovpiag, Kpeativivng, OAIKGAY ASVKGUAT®V 0pol, XOANoTe-
pPOANG, oupikol Kal TPIYALVKEPISI®Y) Kal yevikh e€étaon aipa-
106. 210 iznpa tewv oVpwv, Ta cvvnbn svpnuara Atav ocnavia
nvooeaipia Kai noikirov Babuod Aimbovpia (AINGOSN woeidh
ompdua, vadoAndSeIg Kal AINdSelg KOAIVSpol). And v e€éta-
on tou aiparog 8ev avixvelInke MEPIPEPIKA nwoilvogipia. O
avoooNoyIk6g Kal Bioxnuikég éneyxog (eKtdég and ta oAikd
AsvK®dpara, mov Atav edatrtepéva) NTav @LOIOAOYIKOG Kal n
ve@pIKA Asitovpyia @uolonoyikn. O acBevng enduBave 12 mg
pebuAnpedvizondung kdOe Sevtepn pépa.

Ye pia e€étaon TOUL 1ZNPATOS TOV OVP®V AVIXVEDTNKAV Kal
tunonomBnkav ondvieg paBdoei1deic npoviugess Strongvyloides
stercoralis (rhabditiform/L, larvae) ka1 ondvia wdpia tov na-
paocitov oe 8idgopa otddia wpipavong (otddio popodAag Kai
avantvoodpevng npovopeng). H tunonoinon tg paB&osiboivg
npoviueng Baciotnke oto BoABoe16n oicopdyo (rhabditiform
esophagus), 10 peydNo Kal ep@avég apxEyovo YevvntikG Op-
yavo (genital primordium) ka1 thv aBaBn otopatikA KolAGTn-
ta (ta 8Vo teAsvtaia xapakmnpiotikd tn Siagoponolodv and
m paBdoeibi npovipen twv Hookworms). H trnap&n wapiov
Kai npovupeav lov otadiov (L;) ota obpa, apold anokAsiotnke
n npdow€n pe koémpava tov acBevovg, £€0soe v vnowia
empéAvvong TtV olpmv and to nepiBAannov. £ra odpa €xovv
BpeBei pévo peravaotevovoeg @iAapioeideic npovidueess 3o0v
otadiov (filariform/L; larvae) oe 81donaptn otpoyyvioeidiaon
(disseminated strongyloidiasis). AkonoOOnos kaANiépyela 1Ka-
VAG noodtntag 1znparog obpmwv pe th pébodo Harada-Mori oe
owdnvdpia.’ Metd ané endaon 10 npepdv e€etdotnke 10 izn-
Ha IOV ooANVApioV Yia MPOVOLEPES KAl GPILOVS CKAOANKES MOV
zouvv eAebBepa. Katd m pikpookomkn e§€taon tvnonombnkav
6Aa ta otddia tov éupecov KOUKAov (heterogenic life cycle),
6nnabn paB&oeibeic npoviugeg oe 81dpopa otddia e€€méng,
@PILOI OCKOANKEG ONAVLKOI Kal ondviol apoevikoi kKal odpia os
S1d@opa otddia wpipavong (g1kéveg 1-5), eved Sev avixvedin-
Kav poAvopartikég @iaapioelbeig npovopess (L3) pe t xapax-
TNPICTIKA eVTOUN otnv ovpd (n eviopn otnv ovpd Kal n £AAEl-
wn OBNKNg anotenolVv XAPAKINPICTIKA Mov T §1a@oporiolovv
and v avtiotoixn twv Hookworms). KAvikd, o aocBeviig Atav
oe dpiotn YevIKN Kardotaon, Xopig va napovoidzel kavéva
and ta onpeia Kal CLUUMTEUATA MOV AMOTENOVV 10XVPEG eVEEi-
Ee1g otpoyyvroeidiaong, Onwg NepIPepIKA NwoIvoEiAia cuvde-
Suevn pe annoi®oelg Tov SEpuartog, nvevpovikég 8inBnoeig N
Ko1A1akd névo Kai Sidppola. ZTnv evieplkn otpoyyviosidiaon,
o1 paBboeibeig mpovippes (L) avixvevovtal ota kénpava. Ze
Bapiég nomdeig (vnephoipwén), Noyw tng av€nong tov Qop-
TOL TOV OPINOV CKOGANK®V Kal TV npovupeadv (L, Ls) oto
évtepo, ota konpava unopei va BpeBoldv wdpia (ondvia), npo-
vouEes Kal tov 600 otadiov, Kabd¢ Kal dpiuol OKAANKEG. Ze
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Eixéva 1. (a) Qdpia Strongyloides stercoralis og Sidgopa o1ddia epipavong, otadiov popovdag (Mdve) Kalr avantvoodpevng npoviueng (KAtw). (B)
Qdpio nepiéxov dpipn npoviuen (x 400). H kadhiépyela, pe t péBodo Harada-Mori, £8woe 6ha ta otddia tov éppecov KOKAOL (GPIOVS OKAOANKEG,
wdpia, paBGoeideig npovipEeg), ektdg and g poAvopatkés girapioeideis (Ly) npovipgeg.

Eikéva 3. ‘Qpipor OnAvkoi okdAnkes. Alakpivoviar o BoABogibnig
olco@dyog (rhabditiform esophagus), wdpia ot pAtpa, KABOS Kal pépog
paBboeiboig npoviueng (x 100).

enaveidnppéveg efetdoeig Konpdvwv tov acBsvoig pe dueco
vend napackedaopa N PeTd and cuykEVIp@on Ue @opuanded-
6n-081kS aiBépa, kabBdg ka1l pe KanAIEpyela TV KOMPAvmy os

ownnvdpia (Harada-Mori tube filter paper method), to napdoi-
10 8ev avixvelnke. [1a tn ocvAdoyn @V oVpwv 24dpov, o
aoBevng xpnoiponolobos enavelAnupéva 1o 1610 nAaotiké 8o-
xelo, 1o omnoio €énneve pe vepd PeTd Tn XpAon Kal @OAAye og
up1a Xabapn yovid Tov omriov, X®pI§ va pXeTal o8 eMna@n pe
xadpa. Tic nuépeg nmov ékave cuAAOYN OVP®V 24@POVL, UETEQPE-
pe 1o Soxeio otov 6o £pyaciag Tov, Mov NTav pid PIKPA néAn
20 xiépetpa £€€w and tnv [Ndrpa. Ekei, katd tn Sidpkeia tng
OLANOYAG TV 0VP®wV, POAaye 1o Soxeio oe pépog Ox1 161aitepa
kabapd, pe xdpara kar okovnidia. Thv nuépa nmov avixvevtn-
kav o1 paBbdoeibeic npovipgeg tov Strongyloides ota ovpa, o
aoBevng obpnoe NpdTa oto NAAcTIKG Soxelo Kal KATOMV PETE-
@epe oodTnta oVP®V Oe anootelpwuévo Soxeio (urobox), yia
va yivel n avdivon Tov 1ZAPATog OTO £PYACTAPIO. & AKONOL-
Be¢ avavoelg TV oVpwv, rMov eAnebnoav KatevBeiav oe aro-
oteipopévo doxeio, Sev avixvevtnkav o1 paB&oeibeig mpoviu-
@eg. And tov acBevi zntnBnke va petagépel yia e€étaon oto
£pYacTNpIo 10 NMAACTIKS Soxeio, KABWG Kal peydin noodtnta
Xduarog 1éco and v nepioxn yoOpw and 1o OMiTl ToL oTnV
INdtpa, 6co kar and v nepioxn @OAang tov Soxeiov otov
1éno 1ng gpyaciag tov. Zto vypd Tng EKnAvong tov Soxeiov,
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]

Eixéva 4. (a) [Npéobio tunpa dpipov BnAvkod ok@dANKa (n popeooyia
eivai 181a ka1 yia tov apoevikd). Alakpiveral n OTopatikn KoIAGTNTa Kai o
BonBoebng o1copdyog (rhabditiform esophagus) (x 400). (8) Mépog tng
HATpAg Tov oKOANKA, mAnpovuevo and edpia (x 400).

HETd and @uyokévipnon, 8ev aviXveLTNKav MpovOU@eg (Mpo-
@avag, eixe nponynBbei kand navdoipo tov Soxeiov). H e€étaon
HeYANNG moodTntag XAuarog and tov toro Ing £pyaciag pue
né6o80o tov Baerman? anokdAvye paB&oeibeig npoviugeg, eved
10 X@dua and v MmepIoXn Tov omrtiol Tov Ntav apvntkd. H
KaAAIEpyela ToV eNAXIOTOV MPOVLUHEAV MOV aVIXVEDTNKAV OTO
xodpa édwoe ta ibia otddia avdnrtuéng pe ekeiva g KaAMép-
VEIAG TOL 1ZAPATOG T®V OoVp®wV, SnAadn ®dpIHovS CKMONANKEG,
wdpia Kal paBdoeibeig npoviu@eg, X®PIG TIG LONVOUATIKES @1-
napioeideig 3ov otadiov npoviuees.’OAa ta drtopua tng O1KoyE-
velag vnoBANBnkav oe tovndxiotov 3 e€etdoeig Kornpdvev (ra-
PACITONOYIKA Kal KaAAIEpyela), Xopi¢ va SiamotwBel oe Kavé-

va andé avtd doipwén and Strongyloides.

2XOAIO

H otpoyyuvioeibiaon naykdopia vriodoyizetar oe 100
ekatoppOpia nepintdoeis.? H ouxvdinta g Aolpwéng
noikinAe1 otig Sidgopeg nepioxég. INepioxég vYNANG ev-
Snpikdintag sivar n Bpazinia (15-82%), n Costa-Rica
(1,1-16%), n Niynpia (0,2-11,7%), to Congo (26%) kai
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Eixéva 5. (a) ‘Qpipog apoevikdg okdAnKag. Aiakpivovtal o paBSoeibrig
0100ayog, 10 PO Viepo, Ol OPXEIG Kal n aiXxunpn ovpd Kekappéun
KOINIaKG pe 1g 2 dravBeg (spicules) (x 100). (8) Ximvaddng Onkn
(gubernaculum), otnv oroia o1 dkavBsg yAIoTpodv Ndva-kdte (x 400).
(v) O1 2 dravBeg (x 400).

n Anpokpartia tng Kevipiking Appikig (>48%). Zug HI1A,
10 VYNASTEPO NM0o0oTé Aoluwéng (4%) éxel Bpebel oto
avatodiké Kentucky kar otnv aypotikn mnepioxn touv
Tennessee.” Ztnv Evpdrn, KAIVIKEG NEPINTOOEIS ALTOX-
Boung otpoyyvioeibiaong éxovv avagpepbei otnv Ay-
yiia,’ TaAdia,” EABetia,® INoproyania,’ Itania,’? [ovykoo-
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AaBia,!! lonavia,?”? INoAwvia,’® Povpavia’ kai pia nepin-
twon 8idonaping orpoyyvroeibiaong omv EAAGSa.?®

Ta tedevtaia 16 xpdvia, oto Epyactpié pag Siayved-
OmnKe pia povo Mmepinioon ACLUNTOUATIKAG EVIEPIKNG
otpoyyuvnosibiaong o veapd ‘EAAnva kdroiko ABnvav. O
acBevig ékave v napacitoNoyikA €étaon 1wV Korpd-
vev yia 8iopioud kai ev sixe 1afi8éwel noté oto e€wrepi-
KO, apd pévo ot nepioxég eviég ng EAAGSag (avékSotn
nepintwon). H Adofpwén otn xdpa pag, dnwg eaivetal, sivai
e€aipetikd ondvia, v’ avtd n véoog Sev €xel penetnBei
eménpionoyikd. H nepiopiopéung éktaong peén, nov €yive
otn WKpn avti néAn Aivo €€ and éva peydho actkd
kévtpo, anotedsl v np®dn tekunpiopévn anddeién evdn-
mkéntag tov Strongvloides otn x@dpa pag.

H kaAAiépyeia tov 1zApatog 1@v oVp®v, Mov Nepieixe

paB&oe1beic npovipgesg kKai wdpia npogpxdueva and 1o

Eikéva 6. MoAvopaukég gidapioeieig npovipgeg (filariform/L; larvae),
o1 oroieg eAngBnoav and paBdoeibeig (L) perd and karniépyeia tov
korpduev acBevois pe evtepikn otpoyyvioeidiaon (Harada-Mori tube
filter paper method) (x 100).
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£8aog kai 6x1 and 1ov acBevn, E8woe APIHOLS CKOAN-
keg (BnAvkovg Kal orndviovg apoevikovg), wdpla Kal pa-
B&0e18ei¢ npovippess (oe Sidpopa otddia avdntuéng),
o1 onoieg petd and 4 ekboeig é6woav wa véa yevid
OPIPOV CKOAAK®V, XOPIG TIC UOAVOUATIKEG QPIAAPIOEI-
Seig npoviugeg (filariform/Ls larvae). AvtiBeta, os 2
acBeveig ané v Alyunto pe eviepikn otpoyyviosidiaon
(0 évag eixe TaLTOXpPoOVA NMNATOCHANVIKA OXIOTOoOGUIacn
ané S. mansoni),’® n kaAAiépyeia T®V KONpAvmy Je TNV
ibia pébobo (Harada-Mori tube filter paper method)
é8woe pévo poAvopatikés @iAaplosldeic npoviueeg
(homogenic life cycle) pe ™ XapaknpioTIKA evioun otnv
ouvpd Kal Tov eMPAKN olco@dyo (g1kéveg 6, 7), xopig va
avixveLOoUV @DPINO1 CKOANKES KAl wdpld, HOPPES TTOv
anavtovv pévo otov éupeco KOKAo (heterogenic life cycle).

O1 napdyovteg, nov kaBopizovv noio Spdéuo Ba axko-
NovBnoer pia paBdoe1bri¢ npoviuen (dueco N uueco),
napapévouvv dyvmoTtol Kal anoteAovv éva puotniplo. Pai-
VETAl NG OTn X®dpa pag, ornov n avbpodmun Aoipmén
efval ondwvia, vndpxovv otenéxn S. stercoralis npooap-
poopéva va oNoKANPOVoLY oto repiBAAAov tov Eupeco
KUKNO, Xopig va 8ivouv poAvopatkég @iaaploeldeic npo-
vOp@eg. AvtiBeta, otedéxn tov napacitov (paBdoeibeig
npoviuEsg) and evdnuikég nepiox£g (m.x. AQpIKn), érov
n avBpdmun AoipwEn sfvar cuxvn, efval npoocappocpé-
va va 8ivouv dusoca poAvopatikég @iAaplosiSeig rnpo-
vipees. O1 napdyovtieg nov Kabopizovv tn ANYn poAL-
OUATIK®OV NPOVLHP®V Tov S. stercoralis oto nepiBaAAov
@aivetal nwg, eKTo¢ and Yemypa@IKoi, eival Kal yevet-
kol. Towg vridpxovv yevetikd kabBopizdueva otenéxn Al-
yotepo N KabBdnov podvopartikd. H anovoia Aoipwéng
otov acBevA, nov enduBave koptizévn, ce dropa TovL
nep1BANAoVTISS Tov, addd Kal yevikotepa os peydio a-
p1BuS aocBevadv nov npooépxetal Kabnpepivd yia napa-

Eixéva 7. (a) Mohvopatikih @idapiosiig npovipen tng eikévag 6 (x 400). Aiaxpivetal n eviopn othy ovpd Kal 0 emunikng olcogdyog (ioog nepinov
He 10 [od tov pikouvg tov owparog). (B) H xapakmpiotkn evtopn oty ovpd (x 1000).
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o1toNoyiIkn e€€taon Konpdvmwv o1o voookopeio pag (pia
pévo nepintwon avtdoxBovng ACLUMTEUATIKAG EVIEPIKNG
otpoyyvioeibiaong SiamotdbOnke 1a teAevtaia 16 xpd-
via oe nepinov 35.000 napacitoNoyikég e€etdoelg Ko-
npdvev), mBavov ogeinetal (a) oto LYNAS LYEIOVOUIKO
enineSo ka1 (B) otnv vnapfn otedexdv nov Sivovv Sha
1a otddia tov EUPecov KOKAOL (@DPIHOl OKOANKEG, wd-
pia, paB&oe1beic npoviupsg) exktég and 1g poAvouari-
KEG @inapioeideic nmpovoppeg. Ia v e€ayoyn acea-
A®V oLUMEPACUAT®V analtovvIal gvpeiag KAIpakag emi-
Snpionoyikég penéteg, 1éco oto nepiBANNoV Goo Kal OTo
vevIKOTEPO MANBLOPS oL z€1 Og MEPIOXEG OMOL TO Ma-
pdoito evbnpei.

O aoBevig pag 8ev énaBe Bepaneia pe thiabendazole
N ivermectin, aAAd sival vnd cvvexh napakodovOnon
(vnnoBdanAstal oe ovxvég e€etdoelg Konpdvmwv), kabBdoov
supioketal og VYNNG KivBuvo va anoktoel tn Aoipwén
Kal, NOY® avoooKATtaoToNNg, va vrootel vnephoipmen
ka1 8idonaptn orpoyyvroeibiaon. [1a tnv npdAnyn g
Noipwéng otov acBevn 660nkav o1 akdnovBeg obnyieg:
(a) va anogevyel v £ékBeon oto £€8agog pe yovuvn
embeppiba, 16iwg pe yopvad nédia, (8) va gopder ndvia
nanovtola Kai (y) va ano@evyel tTnv enagn Ye Konpava
Kal pe em@avelakd vdarta, ta oroia pnopsl va eivai
poAvopéva.

Zvunepaopatnkd, omv EAAGSa vndpxouvv mnepioxég
érov evbnpei o S. stercoralis. H onaviétnta tng avBpa-
mvng Noipwéng urnopei va anoboBei otnv vrapén otede-
X@OVU MOL ONOKANP®VOLV OTO MepPIBANNOV TOV EUUECO
KUKNO, Xopig va 8ivouv poAvopatikég @ihaploeldeic npo-
vOp@eg, os avrtiBeon pe otedéxn paBdoeibadv npovup-
@&V ToL S. stercoralis, mov avixvedtnkav ota Kénpava
aoBevadv pe eviepikn otpoyyvnoeldiaon, ta onoia é5w-
oav povo HONVOUATIKEG @INAPIOEISEIG MPOVOUEPEG.

ABSTRACT
Is Strongyloides stercoralis endemic in Greece?

K. TZANETOU,! 1. GEROS,! E. KALOGEROPOULOU,! A.
KARATHANASIS,! G. TSOUFAKIS,? P. ZIROYIANNIS? E.
MALAMOU-LADA!

!Laboratory of Microbiology, 2Department of Neph-
rology, “G. Gennimatas” District General Hospital of
Athens, Athens, Greece
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OBJECTIVE The aims of this study were: (a) detection
of an area endemic for Strongyioides stercoralis in Greece,
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and (b) investigation of existing forms of the parasite in
the environment, the infectivity of the strains encoun-
tered in the soil and the transmission frequency of infec-
tion in the general population. The detection of ova and
rhabditiform/L, larvae in the urine sediment of a pa-
tient with nephrotic syndrome under corticosteroid, the
repeatedly negative fecal examination for ova and para-
sites and the excellent clinical condition of the patient,
created the suspicion of urine contamination from the
soil. METHOD Culture of the urine sediment with
Harada-Mori tube filter paper method. Testing of a large
quantity of soil from the area around where the urine
selection pot was kept, using the Baerman method. RE-
SULTS The urine sediment culture showed all the stages
of the indirect or heterogenic cycle (free living male and
female worms, ova and rhabditiform/L, larvae) except
for the infective filariform/L; larvae. The soil samples
revealed rhabditiform/L, larvae. Despite the detection of
an endemic area of S. stercoralis in this country, autoch-
thonous human infection is extremely rare, since among
a large number of patients examined in this laboratory
during the last 16 years only one case of asymptomatic
enteric strongyloidiasis was diagnosed. The fecal culture
(using the same method) of two patients from Egypt
with enteric strongyloidiasis, showed only infective filar-
iform/L; larvae (direct or homogenic cycle). CONCLU-
SIONS (a) This restricted study provides evidence for
the endemicity of S. stercoralis in Greece. (b) Autoch-
thonous human infection is rare in this country, proba-
bly because of the existence of strains adapted to com-
plete the indirect cycle in the environment without pro-
ducing infective filariform/L; larvae. In contrast, strains
of S. stercoralis rhabditiform/L,; larvae detected in feces
of patients from another country with strongyloidiasis,
yielded only infective filariform/L; larvae.

Key words: Epidemiology, Direct life cycle, Indirect life cycle,

Strongyloides stercoralis
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