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H andvnon twv Evayyeliwv

Ot EvayyeMoTég 6ev anavtodv GTo «moTe»
aAAd oTo «TTwG» Mpémel va mebaivel
0 avBpwmog

>KOMMOX XApepa, mou o pécog 6pog {wri¢ £xel uMEPSIMAACIACTEI O OXEON ME
NV apxatdtnTa Kat n floiatpikn texvoloyia £Xel aoa@omolnoel Ta 6pla (WG
Kat Bavarou, Tibetal umpd¢ pag apeilikto 1o epwtnua «Mote mpémel va ne-
Baivel o avBpwmog;» TKomog pag Atav va SiepguvnOei eav Kat T amavtouv 0To
£PWTNHA auTo ot Téaaepig Evayyehiotéc. YAIKO-MEOOAOX Eyve cuaTnpatiki
avaltnon OAwv Twv CXETIKWV HE To Bavato xwpiwv Twv Evayyeliwy, pe Sia-
OTAUPWON TECOAPWV SIAPOPETIKWY TPOTWV: (a) AvAyvwon TwV EVAyYENKWV
KEIMEVWV GTO TIPWTOTUTIO OPXOIO KEIMEVO KAl OE HETAPPAOT, TWV EYKPITWV
ekd00ewv TNG BIBAkN ¢ Etaipiag. (B) Avalntnon Xwpiwv pe Aé€elg kAeldid amo
Tpia SlagopeTikd éviuma gupetrpla TNG Kaivig Alabikng, yvwotd w¢ Tapeia
(Bruder 1993, Erasmus Schmidt 1990, Apxiu. Koopd A. Nahaioyiavvn 2000).
(y) Avalritnon xwpiwv pe Aé€eig KAEIBIA amd SUo SLaPOPETIKA NAEKTPOVIKA
eupetnpla tng Kauvrig Atabrkng. (8) Avayvwan tng eppnveiog twv Evayyehikwv
KEIMEVwY Tou eppnveuTn Matépa tng Op06doéng EkkAnaciag ociou Oco@UAa-
KTou Boulyapiag (tov 11° auwva). ANTIOTEAEZMATA Evtomiotnkav Guvolikd
133 Aiydtepo 1) TEPIOGOTEPO OXETIKA XWwpia, 35 oo EvayyéAio Tou MatBaiov,
29 otou Mdpkov, 45 atou Noukd, Kat 24 otou lwavvn. Ta tpia Mo oxeTIKA
Xwpia @aivetat va givai ta: (a) «Mepi 8 ThHG RHEPAG EKEivng KAl PG OVSELG
018¢v, 0U8E ol dyyeloL TGV 0VPaV@V, £l pfj 6 TATAP Hou uévog» (Matbaiog
24:36, Mdpkog 13:32), «[Mota pépa kat wpa Ba £épBet To Téhog, Kavévag Sev
10 &€pelL, oUTE oL Ayyelol Twv oupavwy, mapd pévo o MNatépag pou», mou dev
AVOQEPETAL OTO «TIOTE TIPEMEL VA YivE aANd 0TO «TOTE Yivetaw Kat oppayiletan
ME TO «0VSELG 018wy, (B) «<NDV &rtoAvELg TOV §0DAGV Gov, Siomota, Kot
16 plind oovu £v iprivn, 6Tt £i80v ol 6@OaApoi pou TO cWTAPLOV Tov, O
NTOIHAONG KATH TIPOGWTIOV TTAVTWY TV Aa®v» (Aoukdg 2:29-31), «Twpa,
KOp1g, pmopeic v’ aproeig Tov 50UNo gou va meBAvel elpnvikd, OTTwWE To LTTo-
oX£0NKEG, ylati Ta pAtia pov €idav To cwTripa MOV ETOIMACEG Yid OAOUG TOUG
AaoU¢», 6mou Sidetal pev N amdvtnon «viv» 0TO «ITOTE» AAAA TO KPITHPLO HIAG
Tétolag andgaong (va pacta&el otnv aykalid Tov Tov Incov) givat 50ckoAo,
€dv Ox1 advvato, amod Toug avlpwroug va e@appoaTei. (y) «Mpo 8 Ti¢ éopTiig
ToU Taoya Ei8wg 0 'Incoig 6Tt EAAVOEY I ToD | WP tva pHeTAPi ék TOD
KOGHOUL TOUTOVU Tipog TOV matépax (lwdvvng 13:1), «Mpiv amd tn ylopTr Tou
Maoxa, {€povtag o Incol¢ Mwe PO n KaBopiopévn yi' auTtév wpa va PUyel
and Tov K6GHO Kal va Tidel oTov Matépay, gival e§ioou SUOKONO va EQapUOoTEi
amd Toug Ovntovg. XYMIMEPAZMATA Ot Euayyehiotég Sev amavtolv oTo TOTE
(note mpémel va mebaivel o AvOpwog) aAAd oTo WG (Mg mpémel va mebaivel
0 avBpwmog). To «éAfAUBEY aToD 1y PO UMOPE( VO EPUNVEUTEL OTI UTIAPXEL
Kal yla Ka0g avOpwio n owoTr wpa, oUTE Vwpitepa oUTE apyotepa, dANd Ta
Evayyéhia 6ev Sivouv otoug avBpwmoug tpdmo mpoodioptopol TG SIKNAG Toug
owoTtHG wpag. MeAovTIKN eméKTach TNG LeENETNC o€ OAN tnv Katvr kat MaAaid
AwaOrikn Kat o€ 6Aa Ta MATEPIKA KEipeva Ba pmopolcav va IoXUPOTOIGoUV 1)
€£a00evioouv Ta CUUMEPACATA AUTA I KAl VO SWO0UV AmTAVTNON OTO KTTOTE.
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ZEKIVWVTAG aUTH TNV Tapouaciach, Oa OEAape mpwTioTwg
va KATtaBéooupe oTnV aydarnn oag mwe ta ypa@opeva dev
amolntouy, 600 KL av To anolntd n €MOTAUN, OUTE TNV
TIPWTOTUTTIA, OUTE TN HovadIKoTNTA. OUcIaoTIKA gival Savei-
opatampog davelopd. «Apxilw To €pyo pou ev ovopatt Kupiov.
Oa gipal £vag TIIoTOG AVTIYPAPEAG KAl OXL EVAG UTIEPAPAVOG
OLYYPAQEQC ... [KL av ot avBpwmol Bpouv AdOn] Ba toug
gipal euyvwpwy av pou Ta urtodeiouv Kal eyw UTTOCXOMAL
611 Ba Ta SlopBwow.»’

TkomdG pag Atav va SiepeuvnOei €av Kal TL armavtouv
ol Téooeplc EvayyeNloTég oTo epwtnUa «MNoTe MPEMEL va
nebaivel o AvBpwTmog»

YAIKO KAl MEOOAOX

‘Eywve ouotnuatikr avalitnon PE TEcoEPLG SIAQOPETIKOUG
TPOTIOUG OAWV TWV OXETIKWV HE To BdvaTo xwpiwv ota Téooepa
Kavovikd lepd EvayyeAikd keipeva, pe mapdAAnin Stactavpwon
YO ACQANELQ TOU ATTOTEAECUATOG.

A) Mehetrioapue Toug Téooeplg Evayyehiotég, MatBaio, Mdpko,
Aoukd kal lwdavvn, xpNOoIHOTIOIWVTAG Kal TO apXaio Keipevo Kal
N HETAPPaoK Tov, armod tTnv Kawvr AlaBrkn tne BiBAkng Etaipiag
TO OTT0{0 PEPEL TNV EyKplon Tou Okoupevikov Matplapyeiou Kat
AMWV ApXLEMIOKOTIWV Kal EKKAno1wv.? EmAéXONnKe autr n ékdoon
81611 n petdppaocn TG givat otn SNUOTIKN.

B) ‘Eywve avaliitnon xwpiwv pe AéEeig KAeIS1a amd Tpia Stago-
PETIKA évTuTa ELPETAPLA TNG Kawvng AlaBrikng, yvwotd we Tapeia,
Ta tapeia Twv Bruder, Schidt, kat MaAatoyiavvn.’=

N Zuvexioape Tnv avalritnon pe Aé€eig kAeldia amod dvo dia-
@opeTIka Stadiktuakd supetripla (Taueia) Tng Kawvng AlaBnrikng:
http://bibleapps.com kat http://kainidiathiki.agiooros.org.

A) MNpoxwpnoape 0TV avAayvwon TwV EPUNVEUTIKWY KEIPEVWVY
Tou gppnveuTnh Matépa tng OpB6do&ng EkkAnciag ociou Ogopu-
Adktou Boulyapiag (tou 11° aiwva), yla eVvTomopd @pAcewy ol
omoieg AoV yla r oploBeTouv To Bdavaro.

TéNOG KAvape xprion TnG pnxavig avalntnong tng Google
TOANEG POpPEG, Yia avalTtnon Slapopwv TANPOPOPLWV KAl CL-
YKEKPIUEVWV AEEEWV 1) OTiXWV.

Meplopiopoi

Mropei va uTTdpXoUV OXETIKA XwpPia TToU pag €xouv Sla@uyel;
Tamnewvd @povouue wg §gv uTtdpyxouv. H xprion Twv 4 S1agopeTi-
KWV TPOTIWV EVTOTIIONG TOUG EMITPETEL VO SEXTOVUE OTL AMOTENE(
Hia TTOAU KaAr} ao@aNoTIKR SIKAgida.

Mropei va uTTdpxouV ACXETA XWwPid TTOU Ta BEWPNCAE OXETIKG;
Ta teleiwg doxeta Sev kKataxwpnOnkav. H oxeTikoTNTa €ivat Hkpr,
Héon, i} LEYAAN: WOTOCO AUTO Eival AVAUEVOUEVO.

S UMTTIEPACHATIKG, N KATAYPAQ) TWV OXETIKWV UE Tov Bdvato

2. ATMATZIAHX

Xwpiwv 1 epdcewv ota t€éoogpa Evayyéhia Bewpoupe OTL gival
£ykupn kat a&lémotn. Ta eupApaTd pag, wotooo, Oa ritav Xprictpo
Kl TTPETTOV va eMKUPWBOOoUV Kat amd GANOUG EpELVNTEG («laXVG év
TR £VWoEw).

TéNOG, TTEplOPIOTAKAUE povov ota Evayyéhia. Kaad Ba ntav
Va €MEKTADEL N LEAETN TOU EPWTHMATOC Kal oTa uttoAotra BiBAia
n¢ Kavrig AtlaBnkng, oe oAokAnpen tnv Maaid AlaBnrikn, Kat og
S\oug Toug Matépeg TNG EKKANoiag. H ektevig autr PeEAETN TNG
EKKANOCIACTIKAG YPAUUATEIAG Ba UmTopoVoE va IoXUPOTIOINOEL 1)
e€aoBOevioel Ta cuumepdopata TnG Mapoloag PEAETNG N Kal va
SWOEL ATTAVTNON OTO «TTOTEY, «TTOTE TPETTEL VA TIEDAiVEL 0 AVOpWTTOG»

ANOTEAEZMATA

Evtomiotnkav cuvolikd 133 AlyoTtepo 1 TEPIOCOTEPO
OXETIKA Xwpia, 35 oto EvayyéAio tou MatBaiou, 29 otou
Mdpkov, 45 otou AouKd, Kat 24 otou lwavvn. O TPayUATIKOG
aplOuoG gival ApKeTA HIKPOTEPOG, MEISH) TTOAU GUXVA Ol
Evayye\loTég TTeplypA@ouv éva Kal TO auTd YeEYovog, cuxvAa
UE ENAXIOTEG AEKTIKEG S1aPOPEC, 16IWG Ol TPELIG TTPWTOL, Ol
Kl Yla TOUTO YUVOTITIKO{ armoKaAoUpeVol, SI10TI Ta Keipeva
TOUG, CUYKPIVOUEVA UETAEY TOUG, EPpavi(ouV TTOANEG OpOL-
OTNTEG KAl UTTOPOUPE VA TA €EETACOUE CUVOTITIKA yia va
SlaMOTWOOUE OUOLOTNTEC KAl S1APOPEC, TOCO WG TTPOG TN
pop®ri 600 Kal WG TTPOG To TTEPLEXOMEVO (N aAANAeEdpTnOoN
Kal AAANAeTiOpacn OTIG OXECELG TWV TPLWV ovouddleTal
«ZUVOTTTIKO MPSPANpa», Tou ixe OGN eeTaoTei amd Toug
EKKANOLOOTIKOUG CLUYYPAPEIG TWV TTPWTWV AlVWYV, o€ BaB0¢
OMWG HEAETHONKE ammo Tov 18° alwva Kal PHETA).

‘O\a 1a Xwpia mou Bprnkape kataxwprndnkav os évav
mivaka, Pe pia otAAn yia kabe svayyehiotn. O mivakag
auTog gival TTOAU peYAAoG (42 oeNibeg), amoTtelel Hépog
NG SUTAWMATIKAG MOV EPYACiag OTTOU KAl TTAPATTEUTTETAL
0 avayvwoTtng (elkéva 2) Kal andomacud Tou @aivetal
oTov mivaka 1.6

Oa TTEPIOPIOTOVE VO AVAPEPOUVE Ta Tpia xwpia ta
MO KOVTIVA (TTl0 OXETIKA) OTO £PWTNUA HAG, TTOU TUXAIVEL
va gival éva amd kabes EvayyeAloTn:

a) «Mepl && TAG NUEPAC €kelvng Kal WpPag OoVSELG
o18ev, 0vdE ol GyyeAoL TV OVPAVIV, L pr) O TIXTAP OV
povog» (MatBaiog 24:36, Mdpkog 13:32), «Mota pépa Kalt
wpa Ba £pOel To TENOC, Kavévag Sev To EEpeL, OUTE oL AyyeAoL
TWV ovpavwy, Tapd pévo o Matépag poux. O Xplotog dev
avagépetal S1d oTOHATOG TwV lEpWV EvayyeMloTtwv oTo
«TTOTE TIPETTEL VA YIVED AANA OTO «TTOTE YIVETA» KAl AUTO
TO «TIOTE» oPpayiletal pe To «oVSeig 0idev». Apa eUEei¢ ot
avBpwrol Sev maipvoue, 0w Ba BENAE, LA XEPOTTIACTH
andvtnon yla To moTe.
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MNivakag 1. Améomacpa Tou TivaKa KATaxwpnong Twv OXETIKWV UE To BAvaTo xwpiwv Twv Tecodpwv EuayyeAiotwy otn SIMAwUATIK epyacia «[16Te
Mpénetva MebBaiver o dvOpwmog; (MI111): H amdvinon twv EvayyeAiwv» (eikéva 1), dmrou SiaBéoipog kat o mArpng mivakag.® MNdvw To apxaio Keipevo, péco
N HETAPPAOT TOU, KATW N EpUNVeia Tou xwpiou amod Tov Ogo@UAaKTo Boukyapiag.

MATOAIOX MAPKOZ

NOYKAZ

IOANNHZ

H ouvwuooia yia ty Bavdtwon  H ouvwpooia yia t Bavdtwon tou Inoov.

10U InGod. 14:1 "Hv &¢ 10 maoxa kat T &QUpa

META SVO NUEPOG. Kal ECToLV ol
APXLEPELG KOl Ol YPAUMATELG TTWG
AUTOV év SOAW KPATATAVTEG
ATTOKTEIVWOLY.

26:4 kol oLVEBOLAEVOAVTO
va tov ' Inoodv
SOAW KpaTHOWOL Kal
ATOKTEIVWOLY.

14:1 'Yotepa amod SU0 pépeC Tav n
ylopTr Tou Maoya Kat Twv ACUHwWV.
O apylePEiG Kal oL YPapHATE(G

26:4 KL amo@dcioav va
GUAN&BoUV pe SOAo Tov Incou
Kal va Tov Bavatwaoouv.

H mpodoaia tou lovda.

22:2 Kal €(TOLVV Ol APXLEPELS
Kal ol ypappatelg 1o
TIROC AVEAWGLY OTOV-
£poPoivTo yap TOV Aadv.
22:2 O apylepeig Kat ot

ypappateic avalntovoav
gukalpia va Bavatwoouvv

H ouvwyooia yia T Bavdatwon tou
Inoou

11:53 &’ ékeivng ovv TAG
Nuépag ouveBoulevioavTo tva
ATIOKTEIVWOLY UTOV.

11:53 Ao ekeivn Aotmov thv

nUéEPa amo@ACIoaV va ToV
Bavatwoouv

Tov Inoov, yiati poBdvtoucav OWOIWC e TouC GNAoUC

. . ava{ntouoav Tpdmo va GUNABouV ToV Aad. .
O xpovog Tou MABoug Kal Tou . ) EvayyehioTéc.
. . . Tov InooU pe movnpid Kat va Tov . .
Bavatov, ival yvwpiopa tng . Opoiwg pe Toug dAANoug
. . Bavatwaoouv. ,
BouAnong Tou Kupiovu. EvayyeMoTég.
Opoiwg pe To MatBaio.
B) «NOV &moAVelg TOV S00A6V gov, S£€0TIOTA, KATA
TO PANG oov £v giprivn, &1L €idov ol dpBaApoi pou To
oWTAPLOV 00V, O NTOPACAG KATX TIPOCWTIOV TIAVTWV TWV e TEXNOAOTIKO EKTIAIAEYTIKO 1APYMA e
Aav» (AouKAG 2:29-31), «Twpa, KUple, pmopeic v apnoelg 'y D’*g EXOAH ENIETHMON YTEIAZ-TIPONOIAL ol
” e oz . Ez‘ qrg TMHMA NOXZHAEYTIKHE =2 ﬂ
Tov S0UNO OOV va TTEDAVEL E1PNVIKE, OTIWG TOU UTTOOXEONKEG, o & SELIANIAL
MPOTPAMMA METANTYXIAKQN ZIMIOYAQN

YLOTi TA HATIA oL €idaV TO CWTHAPA TTOU ETOIMACEC Yia OAOUG
TouGAaoug». ESw Sivetal pev n andvtnon «viv» oTo «IToTe»
AAAd TO KPITAPLO MIOG TETOLOG amogaong (va Baotdel o
AvOpwmog oTnNV ayKaAld Tou Tov Incov) eivat SUokolo, edv
Oxt aduvato, va mpayuatomnolnBei and toug avOpwroud.

y) «Mpo &€ TAG £0pTAHG TOL TIAOXA EI6WG O " Inoolg OTL
EANALOEV aTOD 1 Wpa tva PeTAPR €K TOU KOTHOU TOUTOU
TPOC TOV Tatépo» (lwavvng 13:1), «Mptv and TN yiopth
Tou Ndoxa, &€povtag o Inooug Mwg NPEBe n kaboplopévn
YL auTtoVv wpa va QUYEL aTTd TOV KOOMO Kal va TIAEL OTOV
Matépax. Ki edw gival e€icov SUokoAo va yivel kKatavontn
auth «n kaBopiopévn wpax» Tou BavdaTtou amd Toug avlpw-
TTOUG, TTAAL LEVOUE UE TO EPWTNMA AVOIXTO. To «EANALOsV
avToD 1 Wpo» UMOPEL va epuNVEUTE 0TI, OTIWG YA TOV
Inoov, urtdpxel Kat yla KaBe AvOpwTo n CwoTr WPQA, oUTE
vwpitepa (mMpdwpog BAvatog) ouTe apyoTePA (LETAWPOG
Odvatog), aA\d ta EvayyéAia ev Sivouv avOpwriivo tpdmo
MPOGCSI0PICHOU TNG CWOTHAG YA TOUC avOPWTTOLC WPAC.

2YZHTHZH

Moéte npémnelva mebaivel o AvBpwmog; AUCKOAO EpwTNA.
Katd mpwtov «6 ©s0¢ B&vatov oK £moinosy, oude tépme-
ToL €m’ AnwAsig {WVTWV», «8ev gival 0 OO, TTOU EKAUE
Tov Bdvatov, oUTE Kal EUXAPIOTEITAL YIa TOV OAeOpO TwWV
avOpwnwv», S1I6Ackel N Zogia Zolouwvtog otnyv Maiaid
Al10Orkn.” Me Tov 6po «BAavatog» «EVVOEiTal N amopudkpuvon
KAl O XWPLIOUOG Tou avBpwrou amd Tov g0, Tou €ival n

ETHN «¥YYXIKH YTEIA»

AIMMAQMATIKH EPTAXIA

Mote Mpéne vo MeBaiver o avOpomog; (ITITIT)
H ATTANTHXZH TQN EYATTEAIQN

Zepageip (Zotiplog) Atnatliong

Apypavdpitmg

TPIMEAHX XYMBOYAEYTIKH ENITPOITH

K. Anpodng INévng, Emprénov Kabnyntig

Os0QUhé p TR,

Méhog Tpehog Emrpomig

x. Kavéliog loévvng, Méhog Tpshotg Emeporig

Adpoa 2015

Ewkéva 1. To e§w@UANO TNG SIMAWUATIKNAG epyaciag «[1oTe Mpémel va
MeBaiver o avBpwrog; (MI11): H amdvtnon twv EvayyeAiwvy». H mAinpng
UENETN StaBéotiun:®

npaypatik {wri».8

ATIO TN CUCTNUATIKK HEAETN TWV TECOAPWV Kavovikwv
lepwv EvayyeAIKWV KEIPEVWY, CUVAYETAL TO CUUTTEPACA
mw¢ o1o B€ua NG epyaociag «Mote mpémel va mebaivel o
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avOpwmog» Sev Sivetal euBeia rj éupeon amdvtnon. To
epwTNUa «MNote mpémel va mebdvel o AvOpwmog;» Sev gival
Kav Héoa otn okéPn Twv Evayyehiotwv. A&iCel va onuelwOei
OTL TNV €MOXN KATA TNV omoia ypd@tnkav ta Evayyéhia, o
péoog 6pog Cwrig ntav 30-35 €tn.°

O xpo6vog Aotmodv TnG HETABACHG HAG OTA ETTEKELVA TTO-
papével ayvwoTtog. Mavtou, péoa ota EvayyeAikd keipeva,
TOPATIOETAL N TIVEVUUATIKY TIPOETOIUAGCIA VIO TNV AVTILETW-
TToN €(TE TOU TIVEUMATIKOU, E(TE TOU CWHATIKOU Bavdatou.
Agv ouvavTApE TO «TTOTE», ANNC, EVNUEPWVOUAOCTE Yld TO
«TTWG». XTa lepd Keipeva Aotmdv S cuvavTApE To TTOTE TOU
TENOUC, ANAA TOV TPOTTIO TOU TEAOUG. MNpémel o AvBpwmog va
gival «mmavtoTte Kal yla 6co (el £€Toluog yia 1o 8davato, ETOI-
MOOANATOZ, kat ouvenwg KahoBdavatog, EYOANATOZ »,
onwc¢ Tovilel o Euyéviog BouAyapng: «EQv TolouToc gival o
AOYIOHOG TOU EKTAPATTOHEVOU Kal adnuovouvTtog Sid Tov

2. ATMATZIAHX

eMePYXOUEVOV BAvaTov, 0TI AVETOINOG &N EVPICKETAL £1G TO
va tov amavtriion, N OAiYig n mepi Tov Bdvartoy, ival Sikaia
Kal EDAOYOC, gival EMWEPENAC KAl owTNPISNG.», «<EAvV TéTol0g
€ival o Aoylopog Tou autouvou TTou TapddeTal Kal TTOAU
aywvid yla To Bavato mou €pxetal, 0Tl BpioKeTaAl AVETOIOG
va Tov ouvavTrioel, n BAiPn yia to Bdvato sival dikain kat
€UAoyn, gival WEENIUN Kal cwTrpla.» Kal «EKkeivog, 6oTIC oUTE
TTOANA adnpovei kat AuTteital, oUTE AUETPWE EKTAPATTETAL
Kat pofeital, 6tav evOuuntal tng mapovong autoL (Wi To
eMO@PAYIoUQA, Kal To TéNOG. 180U o dvBpwmog o mdvtote
Kal ev 6ow ¢n, ETOIMOGANATOZ, kal Katd To akdAouBov,
0 EYOANATOZX», <kEAeVOepOC €iv’ ekelVOC TTOL OUTE aywvid
kat Aurtdtat ToAU, oUte Tapddletal Kat @odtal Xwpig UETPO,
6tav Bupudtal To emo@pAylopa TNG mapovoag {wr¢g Tov,
SnAadn 1o TéNog, To Bdvato. Na! o dvBpwrog o mavtote
Kal yla 6co (el €toluog yia 1o 8dvato, ETOIMOGANATOS,
KOl CUVETTWE KaAoBdavatog, EYOANATOZ .»™°

ABSTRACT

.............................................................................

............................................................................

The answer of Gospels. Evangelists don’t deal with “when” but with “how” a human being should die
S. ATMATZIDIS
Holy Church of St. Nikolaos of Thermi, Thessaloniki, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2016, 33(Suppl 1):25-29

OBJECTIVE In our days, when life expectancy has more than doubled since the ancient times and biomedical ad-
vances blur boundaries between life and death, we face the challenging question of “when is the right time for a hu-
man being to die”. Our aim was to investigate whether and how the four Evangelists answer this question. METHOD
All passages related to death were systematically searched in the Gospels via four distinct methods: (a) Reading the
Gospel texts, both the originals and their translation, using the reputable publications of the Bible Society. (b) Using
keywords to search three different printed directories of the New Testament known as Concordances (Bruder 1993,
Erasmus Schmidt 1990, Arch. Kosmas L. Palaiogiannis 2000). (c) Using keywords to search two different electronic di-
rectories of the New Testament. (d) Reading the interpretation of the evangelic texts by the Father of the Orthodox
Church Saint Theofilaktos of Bulgaria (of the 11* century). The translations to contemporary English are from http://
ebible.org/web. The Gospel passages by King James’Bible, 1611 can be found at http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org. RE-
SULTS In total, 133 passages have been identified, some more relevant than others, 38 from Matthew’s Gospel, 30 from
Mark’s, 49 from Luke’s and 23 from John’s. The three more relevant passages appear to be: (a) “No one knows of that
day and hour, not even the angels of heaven, but my Father only” (Matthew 24:36, Mark 13:32). Here the emphasis is
not on “when it should happen”but rather on “when it actually happens”and it is summarised as “no one knows". (b)
“Now you are releasing your servant, Master, according to your word, in peace; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before the face of all people” (Luke 2:29-31). Here a “now”is given as an answer to “when’,
however, the criterion to identify “now” as the right time (to have held Jesus in their arms) is difficult, if not impos-
sible, for humans to apply. (c) “Now before the feast of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that his time had come that he
would depart from this world to the Father” (John 13:1). This is equally difficult for mortals to apply. CONCLUSION
The Evangelists do not answer the “when” (when is the right time for a human being to die) but rather they deal with
“how” (how a human being should die). From the passage “his time has come” we can infer that also for every hu-
man being there is a right time, no sooner (premature death) nor later (postmature death); however, the Gospels do
not provide us with a way to determine this time. Future and more extensive research, including the rest of the New
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Testament and all of the Old Testament as well as the Patristic writings could strengthen or weaken our conclusion

or perhaps even find the answer on “when” should humans die.

Key words: euthanasia, Evangelist, good death, Gospel, resurrection, right time to die (RTD), when should we die (WSWD).
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