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lotopikn avadpopn Tne épeuvag
Twv yovidiwv Ras

H 1kavotnta piag opadag peTpoiwv va mpokalei Oykoug o€ {wa META Th KO-
Auvoni Toug amotélece TV mpwtn évEelén UMaPENG YEVETIKWY GTOLXEIWV e
0YKOYOVEG 1810TNTEC. Ale§0SIKEG peENéTEG MOV eKTOVIONKav TauTomoincav ta
TIPWTA OYKOYoviSla Ras o€ autoug Toug peTPOiouG, evw apyodtepa amodeixOnke
Ot mpOKeLTal yia Yovidia mou evtomi{ovtal oTo yovidiwpa Tou apoupaiou. H
AQOPUN YO TTEPATEPW HENETN TWV GUYKEKPIUEVWYV YoViSiwv 6GONKE e Tov
EVTOMIONO peTaAaypévwy YoviSiwv Ras o€ Kapkivoug Tou avBpwmou. Etol,
Ta emépeva Xpovia Ste§ixon pia oelpd BloxnUIKWY Kot SOUKWVY HEAETWY, in
vivo Kal in vitro, mou mpocépepe MAnpogopieg OepeNlwdoug onpaaciag yia tnv
KuTTapIkn Broloyia, aAAd kat Tn Broloyia Tou Kapkivou. AmodeixOnke 611 ot
€V AOYyw TTPWTEIVEG AMOTEAOVV €va TIOAU MIKPO TUAHA ULOG UTIEPOIKOYEVELQG
Ras-oxeti{opevwv pikpwv GTPacwy, ot omoigg Stadpapati{ouv kaipto poro
0T PUOUION TWV TTEPICCOTEPWV BACIKWVY KUTTAPIKWY AetToupylwv. H pelétn
TWV CUYKEKPIMEVWV Hopiwv ouvéBale onpavTikd otn fabutepn Katavonon
TOOO TOU HOPIAKOU UNXAVIOHOU EMAYWYNG TNG KAPKIVOYEVEGNG, 0G0 Kal TOU
TIOAUTTAOKOU pNXaviopoU Petddoong onuatog yevikotepa. MapaAinia, n
£PELVNTIKNA SpacTnPIOTNTA AUTAG TNG TEPLOSOL avéSele Tn onuacia Twv
HiKpwv GTPacwv yia ) Broloyia, KaBwg kat tn UUPBOAN TwWV EEWKUTTAPIWY
onUATwy otn PLOUION TWV evdoKUTTAPIKWVY Siadikactwv. Map’ 6o mou n
MARPNG Katavonon tTn¢ Aeltovpyiag Twv Ras Bpioketal akoun og e§ENEN,
Ta TEAEVTAIA XPOVIA, N YVWON TTIOU €XEL CUGCWPEUTEI PETA amd MOANA €Tn
HEAETWV ExXEl EMKEVTPWOEL 0TNV EVPECH ATTOTEAEGUATIKWY AVTIKAPKIVIKWV
Oepamelwv. ITo GUYKEKPLIUEVO ApOPO avaoKOTNOoNG MPAYHUATOMOLETAL Mid
avadpopIKn avaluaon Tng 1oTopiag TnG £peuvag Twv YoviSiwv Ras Kal, GUYKE-
KPIUéva, yiveTal pia avaluon Twv oTadlakwy avakaAUPewv mou ouvéBnoav
Kal agopouv otn Bloxnueia, otn Soun Kat otov pnxaviopé §pdong twv Ras,
aAAd Kal 0T GUGKETION TOUG HE TOV KapKivo.

1. ANIXNEYXZH FrONIAIQN RAS XE PETPOIOYX

Copyright © Athens Medical Society
www.mednet.gr/archives
ARCHIVES OF HELLENIC MEDICINE: ISSN 11-05-3992

APXEIA EAAHNIKHE [ATPIKHE 2017, 34(4):439-447
ARCHIVES OF HELLENIC MEDICINE 2017, 34(4):439-447

I. XaAdaiomouAov,
M. FrouAteApdkn,
N. Xoupi,

B. ZoupmoupAng

Movdda Bioiatpikwv E@appuoywy,
Ivotitouto BioAoyiag, DapUaKEeUTIKIAG
Xnueiag kat Bioteyvoloyiag, EOviko
16puua Epsuvay, ABriva

Flashback in the history
of Ras research

Abstract at the end of the article

Né&eig evupeTnpiov

MeTtaywyn onuatog péow Ras
Mikpég GTPAaoeg

Ras

Ras otoxeupuévn Beparmeia

TOU KApKivou

YrmoBAribnke 7.8.2016
EykpiOnke 19.8.2016

O1 mpwTeg evdeifelg yia Tnv UTApPEN TwV yovidiwv Ras
TPOEKLYAV HE TNV TAUTOTIOINON TNG UTTAPENG OYKOYOVWV
YEVETIKWYV OTOIXEIWV O€ peTPOioVC, To 1964 Kal To 1967.72

To 1973 anodeixBnke 611 01 ISIOTNTEG UETACKNHUATIOHOU
TWV CUYKEKPIHEVWV 1DV CAPKWUATOG ATAV ATTOTENECHA
NG EVOWUATWONG QUCIOAOYIKWY AAANAOUXIWV TOU 0pOUL-
paiov oTo yoviSiwpa tou 100.2 Apxikd, Ta yovidia autd
BewpnBnkav evaANAKTIKA PeTAYpAPA TOL Yovidiou src,
EVW OAMEPQ, XAPN OTNV IKAVOTNTA TOUG VA TIPOKAAOUV
COPKWUATA C€ apouPaioug Kal BACEL TWV EPELVNTWYV TTOU
Ta avakaluyay, ovopdalovtal H-Ras kat K-Ras (Harvey kat
Kirsten-rat sarcomas, avtiotoixa). TEcogpa £€Tn apyotepaq,
T0 1977, emTelXONKE O POPLAKOG XOAPOAKTNPIOUOG TWV OA-

ANAOUXIWV TWV CUYKEKPIPEVWY YoviSiwy, 6Ttav apOnkav ot
TIEPLOPIOMOI OTN HOPLAKH KAWVOTTOINON KAl £YIVE EQIKTA N
KAWVOTTOINON TWV YOVISIWHATWY TwV OTEAEXWV Ha-MSV kal
Ki-MSV og Baktrpla. lMapdAAnAa, oykoyovidia amé Sidgopa
AA\a oTeENEXN peTPOlWY, Ta oTToia TIPoKaAovoav éviova
HETAOXNMATIONO, BPEOnKav va KwSIKOTIOIOUV TIPWTEIVEG,
oL oToieg apydTEPA TAUTOTOINONKE OTLATTOTEAOUV ONUAVTI-
KOUC TTapAyoVTEC 0T onuatoddTtnon Twv Ras. TéTola pdpla
gival ta Raf, Akt, EGFR, PI13-K, mou 6a avaAuBouUv eKTeVWC
mapakdtw. Apyotepa, 1o 1979, Bpébnke 6TI Ta yovidia
H-ras kat K-ras kwdikomoloLv mpwteiveg 21 kDa, mou éxouv
TNV IKavotnta va deopevouv GDP kat GTP kat ol omoiegg
npoodévovTtal oTNV MAACUATIKA PEUBpavn.? Avtiotolxa
yovidia BpéBnkav kat ota ormovSUAWTA, Kal KatadeixOnke
OTL N UTTEPEKPPOAON TWV €V AOYw TTPWTEIVWV Ras odnyei oe
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UETAOXNMUATIOUS TWV KUTTAPWY, VW amodeixOnke akoun
Ot n mpotiunon yia déopguon GTP amotelei To KAeISi ToOu
METAOXNHUATIONOU.”

2. ZYZXETIZH FONIAIQN RAS ME TON KAPKINO
TOY ANOPQMOY

Baoikd epyaleio yla Tnv TauTonoinon TnG CUCXETIONG
HeTa&L Twv yoviSiwv Ras kal Tou KapKivou Tou avBpwTiou
ATTOTENECE N PETAPOPA BLONOYIKA EVEPYOU EUKAPUWTIKOU
DNA o€ kKUTTapa ONAACTIKWY, Ol TIPWTEC TTPOOTIADEIEC
NG omoiag xpovoloyouvtal Rén and to 1970. To 1981,
mapatnenOnke 6Tt DNA amopovwpévo amd KUTTAPLKEG
o€lpéq EJ KapKIvwpatog Tng oupoddxou KUoTNG Tou avOpw-
mou (T24 kUttapa), aAAG kat DNA amd KUTTAPIKEC OEIPEC
KOPKIVWHATWY, AEUXAIMIWY KAl CAPKWUATWY, UTOPE( va
TIPOKOAECEL HOPPONOYIKO peTacxnuatiopno os NIH/3T3
IVOBAACTEG TTOVTIKOU.®

O mpoodloploudG TwV oykoyovidiwv Tou avBpwmmou
Ta omoia TpokaAovoav ToV HeETACXNMATIOUO Twv NIH/3T3
KUTTApwV Ogv KaBuoTtépnoe TTOAU Kal To 1982 mpayuato-
moOnke TavTion peTady Twv yovidiwv mou petacxnud-
TiCav ta kuTTapa NIH/3T3, twv yovidiwv Ta omoia gixav
amouovwOel armd Toug PETPOIoUC Kal TwV Yovidiwv mou
BpéOnkav petaAaypéva o€ KapKivoug Tou avBpwITou Kal
mapatnenOnke 6Tt Ta urevBuva yovidla yla Tov HeTaoyn-
patiopd ntav ta H-Ras kai K-Ras. MapdAAnAa, amodeixOnke
OTL N poplakn faon Tng evepyomoinong tou yovidiou H-Ras
OTNV KUTTAPIKN OEIPA KAPKIVWHATOG 0upoddxou KUoTNnG EJ,
Tou K-Ras o€ KUTTapa amd KapKivo Tou mmveupova Kal Tou
TTAXE0G EVTEPOU, KABWG Kal TwV UKWV oykoyovidiwv H-Ras
Kal K-Ras, nTav pia etalayr] aAayng vonuatog (missense
mutation) oto kwdikoévio 12. ‘Etol, anmodeixBnke 611 pia
ONMEIOKN HETOANAYH UTTOPEL VA TPOTTOTTOIOEL TN BloXNUIKNA
Kal TN BloAoyikn AEIToupyia TWV OXETIKWVY TTPWTEIVWV Kal
OUMUETEXEL OE Ula PN @ucotoloyiknry Sladikacia emaywyng
KapKivoyéveong.”

‘Eva €10¢ apyotepa, To 1983, pe mepaITEPW HENETEC,
TauTtomolOnkKav TOANA evepyomolnpéva yovidia Ras o€ éva
€UPL PACA KUTTAPIKWY OEIPWV KAPKIVWVY TOU avBpwTiou,
evw a&loonueiwTn ATav Kal N HEYAAN ouXVOTNTA UETANNAY-
HéVwV yoviSiwv Ras mou Bpébnkav 0Tov KapKivo Tou Taxéog
EVTEPOU, TOU TTVEUOVA KAL TOU TTAYKPEATOC, KA, EKTOG ATTO
™ METOANayH Tou Kwdikoviou 12, Tou poava@EépOnKE,
TavtomolOnkav emiong petallayég ota Kwdikévia 13
Kal 61. Ot mapamdvw TpelC HeTalayég evtomifovtav oTo
97-99% TwV YoVISiwV RAs TwV KAPKIVIKWY KUTTApWV, TTap’
OAn TNV UTTaP&N MOAWV AAN\WV PeTAANaywV o€ Si1agopa
onueia Twv yovidiwv Ras.”

I. XAAAAIOMOYAQY kat cuv

To 610 étog TautommoliONKe akOun éva pENOG TNG oL-
KOY£VELAG TwV YoviSiwv Ras, To N-Ras, To omoio Sev ixe
TavtomolnBei og Kavéva PeTPOIO Kal armopovwonke anod
DNA kuttdpwyv veuvpoBAactwpatodc.t Mapatnenidnke ott
OL TPEIC LOOUOPYEC TWV YoVISiwV Ras S1Epepav WS TPOG TIG
Oé0e1¢ TV peTaNAyWV Kal ep@avifovtay PETAAMNAYUEVEC UE
SlaPOPETIKH CUXVOTNTA OTOUC SIAPOPOUG KAPKIVOUG, UE TO
K-Ras va gpgaviletal pe tnv uPnAoTtepn ocuyxvotnta (21%).
AloonueiwTn gival, TENOC, N MapaATHPENOoN OTL UTTAPXEL pia
TIPOTIMNON EUPAVIONG TWV SIAPOPWYV UETAANAYUEVWY LOO-
HoPPWV TwV YoviSiwv Ras o KABe €id0¢ KapKivou, Yeyovog
mou odnyei oTNV VTTOOE0N OTI CUYKEKPLIUEVES IOOUOPPES
TwV YoviSiwv Ras evdexopévwg eival amapaitnTeg WoTe va
ApPXIOEL N OYKOYEVEDN OE CUYKEKPIUEVO TUTTO 1I0TOU. QOTO0O,
n v AOoyw undBeon amnartei i MAéov pPeNETEG.?

Nepartépw peAéteg aAAnAoUxNoNG, AAA Kal TTEPAPATA
oe Slayovidiakd {wa anédel€av OtL N évapén TnNG KapKIvo-
Yéveon  eival amoTEAECHA EVOG CUVSUACHOU HETAANAY WY,
undOeon ou PpiokeTal, EMiONG, O£ CUMEWVIA LIE TIG CUOOW-
PEVMEVEG YEVETIKEG LETAANAYEG Ol OTTOIEG TTApATN PN ONKAV
o€ KUTTapa amd KAPKivo TTaxE0G EVIEPOU KAl TTAYKPEATOG
oToV AvOpPWTTO, EVW ETTIONG CUPPWVEL e TNV auénuévn
mBavotnta avdntuéng Kapkivou pe tnv mdpodo TG nAl-
Kiag.” Qotéoo, mapd Tov HeyANo apOPo TwV PETAAAYWV
TTOU AVIXVEVOVTAL O€ KAPKIVIKA KUTTAPA, Bp€OnkKe 6Tt pévo
15-20 petaMd€eig oupailouv Suvauikd otnv e€ENEN Tou
KAPKIVOU, WG LETAOANAEEIG-08NYOI, VW N CUVTPITTTIKH TIAEL-
oyngia dev e€unnpetei KATTOIO PONO OTNV KAPKIVOYEVEDN.

3. H OIKOTENEIA TON NPOTEINQN RAS

H Sigpevivnon Tn¢ Bloloyiag TnG OIKOYEVELNG TWV TTPW-
Teivwv Ras dpxloe OTay, pe apXIKEC LENETEC O€ S1APOPOUG
aoTévOUAOUG OpYaVICHOUG, TauToToliONKav cuvtnpEnuéva
yovidia Ras. Autd @dvnke va oxetiovtal pe Sladlkaaoieg,
OTTWG N BIWOIUOTNTA TWV OTIOPIWV OTNV EKKOANATITOME-
vn COunN S. cerevisiae (Ras1 kat Ras2) kat n pubuion tng
avantuéng Twv patiwv otnv Drosophila (DRas1).%7" Ot
€PEVVEC OLVEXIOTNKAV OKOUN KAl OE AANOUG OpYAVIOUOUG,
mepAapfavopévou tou Dictyostelium kat Tou zebrafish,
EVW O€ YoVIOIWHATA QUTWV SeV £XOUV aKOUN TauToTmolnOEel
opoAoya yovidia.

Ta yovidia Ras amote\ouv emiong BACIKA HENN UIOG UTTE-
polKoyévelag yovibiwv mou oxetiovtal he ta Ras, n umapén
TwV omoiwv TavtonolOnke T1déco o aoTmovSuAa 6Co Kal
o€ omovOUAWTA {Wa. H CUYKEKPIUEVN UTTEPOLKOYEVELD TWV
MPpwTEivWV Ras otov dvBpwro Slalpeital o€ TOUAAXIOTOV
mévte SlapopeTikEéG ouddeg (Ras, Rho, Rab, Arf kai Ran),
Bdoel Twv opoloTATWY oTNV aAAnAouxia Kat Twv AelToup-
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YIKWV OX€0£WV MOV gp@avifouv petadl Toug. H elpeon twv
opBOAoywv yovidiwv HeTa&V TwV SIAQOPETIKWY OPYAVICUWV
TIPAYMATOTIOINONKE, APXIKG, JE TN XPHON TAUTOTIOINUEVWY
YOVISiwV EVOG 0pYyaVvIOHOU WG AVIXVEUTH (TT.X. HEOW TOU
yovidiou Rho tng Aplysia, mou avakaAu@Onke 1o 1985,
Tavtonolidnkav ot RhoA, RhoB kat RhoC tou avBpwmou),
EVW apyoTtepa Xpnotpomolidnkav oAlyovouKAEOTISIKOL
QAVIXVEUTEC, TTOU OTOXELAV To poTio mpdadeong Tou GTP
(57-DTAGQEE/D-63). To 1986, ue MAPOUOIEG MENETEG, O
napdyovtag Arf xapaktnpioTnKe wg Yia mPwTeivn mou
mpoodével GTP kalto 1987 Tautomolridnkav ota OnAacTIKA
ot Rab1-4, opBdhoyeg mpwrteiveg Tng Ypt1 tng CUUNG.”?

Mo nmpdo@ata, oOAokKANPWONKE TO TTANPEG PETTEPTOPLO
yoviSiwv mou KwSIKOTIOIoUV TIG Ras OXETICOUEVESG MIKPEG
GTPAoEC. ZuyKeKpIUEVa, TauToTTOONKAV 56 IEAN OTOV OKW-
Anka C. elegans kat 90 otnv Drosophila kal amodeixOnke o1t
€vag HeYANOG aplOUSG TTIPWTEIVWYV TNG UTTEPOIKOYEVELDG Ras,
map’ 6o TTou eV TAV PETANNAYUEVEC OE SIAPOPOUC TUTTOUG
Kapkivou Tou avBpwmov, Stadpapatifouv onuavtiké polo
oTnV avantuén Tou 6ykou.”*™ MapdAAnAag, Ikavog aplOpog
TWV TTPWTEIVWV TNG olkoyévelag Rho, kaBwg kat pubuIoTég
AUTWY, PAIVETAL VA EUMAEKOVTAL OTOV KAPKIVO, KaBw¢ Kal
oe dM\eg TaBNoelg Tou avBpwTTov.™ TéAoG, va onuelwBe(
0TI, EKTOG MO KATIOLEG MOVO €EAIPETELG, OTNV TIAElOYN@ia
TOUG Ol TIPWTEIVEG TTOU AVIIKOUV GTNV UTTEPOIKOYEVELD TWV
Ras mpwTeiviv Aertoupyolv we petatporeic GDP o GTP kai
SpouV WG LETAYWYEIC OPATOC, TTPOAYOVTAG TTANPOQOPIES
HEOW ONUATOSOTIKWY KATAPPAKTWV.”'?

4. METATQIrH ZHMATOX MEXQ RAS

4.1. PUBuion tou KUkAou GDP/GTP twv mpwTeiviv
Ras amd GAPs kai GEFs

KaBw¢ kataBdA\ovtav mpoomndBeieg va SIEUKPIVIOTEI
0 TPOTIOC Spdong TwV MPWTEIVWYV Ras, mapatneriOnke 6Tt
Ol LETAANQYMEVEG TIPWTEIVEG €XOUV PEIWHEVN IKAVOTNTA
ubpodAuong GTP, yeyovog mou odrynoe 0To CUUTTEpacHa
OTL 0€ KAPKIVIKA KUTTApa Ba undpyel avénuévn mpoTiunon
Séopeuong Twv v Aoyw mpwTeivwv oe GTP° Qotdoo, n
HElwpEvVn evepyoTnTa GTPAoNG Twv mpwteivwv Ras dev
EMAPKOUCE ATO HOVN TNG VA €ENYNOEL TN LETACXNMATIOTIKN
IKAVOTNTA TWV MPWTEIVWYV Ras in vivo.To 1987 éhafe xwpa
Hia avakdhupn BgpeAiwdoug onuaciag, e TNV TauTomoinon
Twv mpwteiviov GAPs (GTPase activating proteins), ol omoigg
amodeixBnke ot emtaxVvouv Katd 300 @opEg TV USPOAUCH
Tou GTP mou BpioKketal CUVSESEUEVO LUE TIC PUOIONOYIKEG
npwteiveg RAS, yeyovog To omoio Sev oupfaivel otny me-
PIMTWON TWV HETAANAYUEVWVY TIPWTEIVWV.” %76

To i610 €10¢, YeveTIK HEAETN 0T (PN odrynoe otnv
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Tavtomnoinon Tng mpwTteivng CDC25 wg akdUn evog evep-
yorolnTth Twv mpwTteivwyv Ras, n omoia apyotepa £ytve
YVWOTO 0TL Spa w¢ mapdyovtag e€aywyng yovavivng (GEF)
Kal TTpowOei TNV amopdkpuvon tou GDP and Tig mpwteiveg
Ras, emtpémovtag €tol poépla GTP va mpootebouv otnv
KATAAANAN B€on.”” Avtiotolxeg peAéteg otnv Drosophila
Tavtomoinocav Tnv mpwteivn SOS, MPWTEivn Ue OoloAOYiEG
HE TNV mpwteivn CDC25 tng Quung.™

H nmpwtn mpwTteivn RasGAP (p120 RasGAP) Tautomoln-
OnKe KAl XapaKTNPIioTNKE TO EMOUEVO £T10G, 1988, evd Aiyo
apyoTEPA APXIOAV VA TAUTOTTOIOUVTAL KAl ANAEG TIPWTEIVEG
RasGAPs. Ol mapatnproelg auTtég, o cLVOUACUO HE TO
gvpnua 0TI n GTP Seopevpévn pop@ny TNG Ras amotelei
TNV EVePyoTIOINUEVN KATACTAON TNG MPwTEivng, odriynoe
OTO CUUTTEPACHA OTL O KUPLOG TTAPAYOoVTAG TNG BLOXNULKAG
SuoAeltoupyiag Twv peTAAAYUEVWY TTPWTEIVWY Ras gival
n éAelPn anmdkplong Twv MpwTeiviov GAP mmou odnysi o€
pEwUEVN uSdpoAuon GTP, pe amoTéAEoUA TN CUCCWPEUON
evepyoU¢ GTP Seopeupévng mpwteivng.’s

Ta emépeva €Tn, MEIPAUATA KOUOTAANWONC TTPOCPEPAV
ONMAVTIKEG TITANPOPOPIEG V1A TN AEITOUPYIA TWV TIPWTEIVWV
Ras wg Siakonteg petatpomnng GTP/GDP. Tuykekpipéva,
T0 1988 KaBopioTnKe N KPUOTAAAIKN Sour TNG MPWTEIVNG
H-Ras, ev pe tov mpoodloptopd tng SOUAE TOU CUUTTAG-
KOU TWwV MPpWTEIVWYV Ras pe Tig mpwteiveg GAP kat GEF
amokaAu@Onkav aAnAouxieg tTng Ras, peiCovog onpaaciag
yla TNV evepyodtnTd tTnG. Apyodtepa, N MEAETN TNG SOMNG
TOU CUMTAOKOU TNG H-Ras pe Tnv kataAutikn umopovdada
™G MpwTeivng p120RasGAP amokdluye tTn poplakn Bdon
™G aMnAenidpaong Twv SV0o popiwv Kal EPUAVEVCE TIG
OUVETTEIEC TTOU PEPOUV Ol EVEPYOTIOINTIKEC METAANAEELG
UTTOKATAOTAONG OTa Katdhotrma G12 kat Q61: mapapovr o
evepyo kataotaon pe Seopevpévo GTP kat ENelYn anmokpl-
oNng TwV MPWTEVWY GAP.POAeC Ol GNUAVTIKEG AVAKAAUWPELG
OXETIKA UE TA YoviSla Ras ou mpayuatomorifnkav €wg To
1989 cuvoyilovtal otnv €IkOvVA 1.

Na onpewwbei emiong ot To 1992 amopovwOnkav yia
TPWTN QoA Ta Yovidia RASGEF Twv ONAACTIKWV (KUpiwg Ta
SOS1,S0S2 kat RASGRF) kal, TENOG, MENN ULAG TPITNG OIKOYE-
Velag mpwTeivwv RasGEFs, Twv RasGRPs, tautomouribnkav o
TIEIPANATA EVTOTTIIOUOU EVEPYOTIOINUEVWY OYKOYOoVISiwv.?

4.2. Evepyomoinon Twv Ras amd motkida e§wkuttdpla
onuata

To 1993 rtav éva oAU ONUAvTIKO £€T0¢, KABWG oplo-
OeTtriONKe TO KAACIKO ONUATOSOTIKO MOVOTIATI TWV RAs Kal
SeixOnke o11 o1 uTodoxeig Kivaong Tupoaoivng tou EGF (EGFR)
EVEPYOTTIOLOUV TIG TTIPWTEIVEG Ras, 01 OTTOIEG e TN O€1PA TOUG
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Ekova 1. XpovoSidypappa onUavTIKwy avakaAUYewv otnv épguva Twv Yovidiwv Ras. MpwTo pépog (1964-1989).

EVEPYOTTIOIOVV TOV KATapPAKTn Twv MAP kivacwv (MAPK).?!

leveTikég peAéteg otov okwAnka C. elegans kat otnv
Drosophila amokdAuypav 6Tt 0 cuvdETNG HETASL TWV TTPW-
Telvwv Ras kat Tou EGFR gival n mpwtegivn-mpocappoyéag
Grb2. H Grb2 amoteleital and éva Kevipikd KatdAotmo -SH2
(Src homologous 2), mou cuvééetal pe aAANAOUXIEG PWOPO-
PUAIWHEVWYV TUPOCIVWV. TO €V AOYW TUAMA TNG TTPWTEIVNG
mAatloiwvetat and duo katdlourma -SH3, mou avayvwpiouvv
aAAnAouyieg MAoUOLEG Og TIPOAIVEG, KAl TO OTTOI0 PAVNKE
va otepeital KataAuTIKAG Aettoupyiag. H Grb2 Asrtoupyei
QATTOKAEIOTIKA WG MPWTEIVN-TIpocapuoyéag, n omoia Sieu-
KOAUVEL TOV OXNUATIOUO TIPWTEIVIKWY CUUTTAOKWV. Aiyo
apyotepa amodeixOnke oTL, pé€ow Tou Katahoimou SH3, n
Grb2 aAnAemdpd pe T Sos1, SNUIoUVPYWVTAG CUUTTAOKO
Grb2-Sos1, 1o omoio cuvOEEeTal UE TOV EVEPYOTIOINUEVO
EGFR, mpowBwvTag otn cuvéxela Tnv mpoodeon tng Ras oe
auTov. Emopeveg peléteg Sielpuvav To HOVOTIATI ONUATO-
86tnong Grb2-Sos-Ras, katadeikviovTtag Kat SIaPOPETIKES
TPWTEIVEG-TTPOCAPHOOTEG (OTTWG ot Shc, IRS kat Gab2), ot

omoieg SnpIoupyoUV CUVSEDELG LE SIAPOPETIKOUG UTTOSOXEIG
KIvAong Tupoaoivng, av€AvovTtag £€ToL TNV TTOIKIAI TWV avo-
SIKWV CNUATWYV TTOU EVEPYOTTOLOUV TO JOVOTTATL TwV Ras.?

MapdAAnAa, AANeG peNETEG evioxuoav TNV undBeon
NG CLUYKAIvOUOaG ONUATOSATNONG YA TNV EVEPYOTTOiNON
TwV MPWTEIVWYV Ras, kabw¢ TautomotiOnkav ol TAEeIg Twv
MPWTEIVWV RasGEFs mmou evepyormololvTtal amo Slakpitoug
oNUAToS0TIKOUG HNXAVIOHOUG. ZUYKEKPIPEVA, BpEOnKe OTL
ot RasGRPs 61a6£touv to katdhotrro C1 to omoio Seopevel Tn
StakuAoyAUKePOAN (DAG), eV SI0QOPETIKEG IOOUOPPEG TNG
PLC puBuiCouv kaBodikd S1akpITEG TAEIG ONUATOSOTIKWV
PLOULOTWY, OTTWG €ival ol UTTOSOXEIG KIVAONG TVPOCIVNG
(PLCy), otumodoxeig ot Seopeupévol pe G mpwteiveg (PLCP)
i ot Ras/Rho pikpég GTPAaoeg (PLCe), mapéxovtag €101 ako-
UN HEYAAUTEPN TTOLKIAIA EEWKUTTAPIWY EPEBICUATWY TTOU
OUYKAIVOUV OTNV gvepyoTToinon Twv PwTeivwy Ras.’s Me
TIG TTAPATIAVW AVAKAAUYELG €YIVE YVWOTO OTL TO ONUATO-
SoTikd povormdtt Twv Ras pumopei va evepyormnoleital ano
TIOIKIAA AvOSIKA OrUATA, TTAPEXOVTAG £TCL TTANPOYOPIES
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BepeAiwdoug onuaciag yia Tnv katavonon tng BloxnUkng
pLBUIoNG TwV Hikpwv GTPacwv.?

4.3. TeheoTég Twv Yovidiwv Ras: kaBodikn
onuatodotTnon

H mAnBwpa Twv TEAECTWV TWV TPWTEIVWV Ras mou Tau-
TomolOnkav avtikatonTPifel TNV TTOIKIAIQ TwV BLOAOYIKWV
ATTAVTHOEWV TIG OTTOIEC EXEL WG ATTOTENECA N EVEQYOTIOINON
TWV CUYKEKPIUEVWY Hopiwv. ATTIO Vwpig KaTtd Tn S1dpKela
TWV LEAETWY, TOOO Ol Ras 600 Kal Ol TEAECTEG TOUG PA-
vnkav va oxetiovtal pe S1adikaoieq OMWG 0 KUTTAPIKOG
ToANATAACIACMOC, N PUOUIoN TNG avantuéng, n yripavon,
n Stagpopormoinon, n anéntwon Kat n emBiwon.?

To 1993 TautomolONKE O TTPWTOC TEAECTAC TWV TIPWTE-
vwv Ras, ota OnNAaoTikg, n Kivaon ogpivng/Opeovivng Raf
(mMpwT€eivn mou ep@avilel mpotipnon mpdodeong o€ evep-
yorotnuévo ocUPTAOKO Ras-GTP), evw éva £Tog apyoTepa,
T0 1994, TautomoiOnke n p110 KATAAUTIKY uTTOopoVASa
NG TAENG | PI3-K w¢ pia Seutepn taén teAeoTwv Twv Ras. Ta
Hopla autd apxikd gixav TavtomolnOei wg ukd oykoyovidia
Kal apyotepa Bpébnkav peTaANayuéva o€ KapKivoug Tou
avOpwrmou.?? O1 mapanmdvw MANPOYopPieg, o cuvSVACHO
UE TNV mapatripnon tn¢ e€aptwpevng amd tn Ras kai Raf
evepyormoinong Twv ERK1 kat ERK2 MAPKs, kaBwg kat To
YEYovog OTL n Raf kivdon gival ikavr va evepyoTiolEl TIG
MEK1 kat MEK2 kivdoeg, odrjynoav otov mpooSiloplopd
Tou KaBodikoU Katappdktn Kivacwv Raf-MEK-ERK twv
MPWTEIVWV Ras mou gival yvwoTtég onuepa.?’-2324

MapdAANAQ, HeNETEG TTOL TTPAYATOTTOINONKAV O€ KUTTA-
paTou avBpwmou urédelEav évav evoeXoEVWE OCNUAVTIKO
pPOMo TNG onpatodoétnong RalGEFs-Ral otnv oykoyéveon kat
emonuAavonke n cupPoin twv Ral GTPacwv otov KapKivo
TOU TTAYKPEATOG, TOU TIPOCTATN, TNG 0UPOSOXOL KUGTNG KAl
og AA\oug Kapkivoug tou avBpwrou. To povordtt RalGEF-
Ral mepihapBavel tov teheotr) RalGEF kat pohovéTi Sev €xouv
KATAYPAPE LETANNAYEG OTA LOPLA TTIOU CUUUETEXOUV OE AUTO
O€ KAPKiVOUC TOL avBpWTTOU, N CUYKEKPIUEVN onuUaTtodoTN-
on amotelei, evOeXOUEVWG, TNV TPITN amodoTikoTeEPN 080
HEOW TNCG OTToiaG TTPOAYETAL N OYKOYOVIKOTNTA TwV Ras.?%

ApyoTepa, mpoodlopiotnkav akéun dvo Taelg te-
AeoTWV TWV TTPWTEIVWV Ras, mou xapaktnpiotnkav wg
Ostikoi pubuIoTéC TNG ammd TN Ras emaydpevng oykoyéve-
ong. Apxikd, To 2002 tautomoliOnke n Tiam1, pia RacGEF,
opoAoyn pe Tnv mpwteivn Raf-RBD kal otn ouvéxela, To
2004, n mpwrteivn PLCe, évag TeAeoTNG yia Tnv H-Ras tou
avOpwrou, mou euBUVEeTaL YIa TNV evepyomoinon tou DAG
Kal TNV armeAeuOépwaon aoBeoTiov. To yeyovog OTLENNEIYPN
TWV €V AOYyw TTPWTEIVWYV ermnpedlel tnv e€€AEN tng H-RAS-
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EMAYOPEVNG KAPKIVOYEVEONG TOU SEPUATOC TOU TTIOVTIKOU
KATASEIKVUEL TOV ONUAVTIKO poAo mou Stadpapatiouv
oTNnV KapkKivoyéveon.?

5. META-META®PAZTIKOI MHXANIZMOI PYOMIZHZ

A6 1O 1990 KAl HETA EMKPATNOE N Armoyn OTL Ol TTPW-
Teiveg Ras ouvtiBevtal wg SlaluTég mMPdSPOoES OUTiEC, oL
OTIOIEC LPIOTAVTAL TIOIKIAEG PETA-PETAPPACTIKEG TPOTTIOTION-
NOEIC, AVAYKAiEC yla TN METAPOPA TOUC OTNV TTAACUATIKA
HeUBpAavn, émou evepyorolovvTtal and GEFs, amevepyorol-
ouvtal armd GAPs Kal aAANAETIOPOUV e TENEOTEC TIPOKEL-
HEVOU va HETAPEPOUV TO orjpa kaBodikd. Mikpd Brpata
KAl TapaTnPENoELg, KaB' OAn Tn S1dpKela TNG loTopiag TNG
avakaAuyng Twv TpwTEivwv Ras, Atav Kaiplag onuaciog
yla ToV TPOGS10PIoHO TWV TPOTIOTIOCEWY TTOU LPIoTAVTAL
TA CUYKEKPIPEVA POPLa, WOTE va evepyoTiolinBolv Kal va
KOTAOTOUV AEITOUPYIKA.?

To 1979 éyive yvwoTo OTL LKEC TTPpWTEiveG Ras evtomiCo-
VTAV OTO KUTTAPOTAACUA APECWG PETA TN oLVOEOT TOUG,
aAAd Sev mapépevav ekei. Eva étog apydtepa, 1o 1980, pe
N XPrion NAEKTPOVIKNAG HIKPOOKOTIAG TTPpAyaTonolnOnkKe
ATTEIKOVION TN TTPWTEIVNG Ras 0TNV E0WTEPLKN TTAEUPA TNG
TIAACUATIKAG MEUBPAVNC, Hia TTapadoxr TTou EMKPATNOE yla
TTOANA XPOVIa, evw To 1982 ava@épOnKe yla Tpwtn popd
n kavotnta tng v-H-Ras va evowpatwoel 3H-moApITIkS
0&0. To 1984 éyive ia TTPOOTIABEI XOPAKTNPICUOU TNG
Sladikaoiag pe Tnv omoia ol mpwTteiveg Ras cuvdéovTtal
oTn HEUPBpAvn kat Bpébnke oTI To katahoirmo Cys186 oTo
KapPBo&uteAikd dkpo tng v-H-Ras sival amapaitnto wote
n mpwteivn Ras va deopevoel Mimidia, va cuvOeBei e Tig
HEUPBpPAveC kal va emiteNéoel TN Spdon TnG. Aiyo apyotepaq,
TO 1987, SeixOnKe OTL N akuAiwon Sev amoTeAEl TO TPWTO
Bripa tng emefepyaoiag twv Ras, 0nwg ixe BewpnOsi maiat-
OTEPQ, KAl HECA OTA ETMTOPEVA £TN TAUTOTIOINONKE LA OEIPA
anod PETA-UETAPPACTIKEG TPOTTOTTOIAOELS TTOUL Bp€0nKav va
enmnpeAalouv TNV evOOKUTTAPLA EVTOTION TNG TTPWTEIVNG Ras
Kal Twv Sla@opwyv TEAeoTwV TNGH3T (e1k. 1).

To 1989 tautomnoiriBnke éti o potio CAAX (C=Cysteine,
A=Aliphatic amino acid, X=Terminal amino acid) Tou kap-
Bo&utehikoU dkpou TwV MPWTEIVWYV Ras ATav mapdolo Ue
gkeivo Tou a-mapdyovta Tng (VNG 0 oTToi0G gival yvwoTo
ot vpiotatal @apveculiwon.*? To iSlo étog amodeixOnke
6t n H-Ras kat n N-Ras, aA\d ox1 n K-Ras, itav tpomormoln-
HEVEC Kal ol VO PE apVECULAIWON TNG KUOTEIVNG 186 Kal
pe maAptoUANiwon o€ éva (otnv nepinmtwon tng N-Ras) i og
Svo (otnv mepimtwon tng H-Ras) KUOTEIVIKA Katalolma, Ta
omoia Bpiokovtav avodikd akpIBWE TPV amo Tn QAPVECL-
AMwpévn kuoTteivn 186.% H papveouliwon gdvnke va ivat
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TO MPWTO KAl armapaitnTo Bripa WOoTE va TpayaTomoinOei
MaAIToUAWoN o€ KUOTEVEG avoSIKA TN KUoTeivng 186 Kal
SlamotwOnke OTL N MAATOUAIWON eVIoXVEL TN oUVSEDN
TWV MTPWTEIVWV 0TN PEUPPAVN Kal TN Bloloyikr SpaoTIKO-
TNTA TOUG, EVW TIPWTEIVES TTOU SV ival PAPVECUNWUEVES
yivovTtal KUTTApOTTAACUATIKEG >3 (e1K. 1).

To 1999 Bpébnke 611 N peTagopd Twv H-Ras kat N-Ras,
ol omoigg vgioTavtat TaAptoUAiwon, oxt Opwg tng K-Ras,
METAEL TOU KUTTAPOTIAACHATOC KAl TNG TTAACHATIKAG PEU-
Bpavng mephapBavel emiong tn Stakivnon péca and 1o
ovpmAeyua Golgi.*® Emi mAéov, n maAptoUANiwon maytSevel
TIC TPWTEIVEG Ras ot pePPpAvn, KABIOTWVTAG EQIKTH TN
UETAPOPA TOUG PEOW KUOTISIWY, EVW N ATTOTTOALIITOUAIWON
EMTPETEL TNV ATTEAEVOEPWOT TOUC YA AVAKUKAWGN, OTOL-
X€ia ta omoia cuvéBalav oTnV KATAvonon ToU PNXAavIoHoU
HETAKIVNONG TWV TTIPWTEIVWYV Ras péoa oto KUTttapo.’#3
‘ONEG Ol ONUAVTIKEG AVAKAAUYELG OXETIKA UE TA yovidia
Ras mou mpayuatomnorinkav petd 1o 1990 cuvoyifovtal
oTNnV €lkova 2.
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AloonpeiwTo gival To yeyovog 6Tt n maApitoUAiwon
@AVNKE VA OUVEICPEPEL ONUAVTIKA 0T SIAPOPETIKN ON-
patoddétnon twv H-Ras kat N-Ras o€ oxéon Ue 1o K-Ras,
KateuBlvovTag TIG €V AOYyw TIPWTEIVEG OE OUYKEKPIUEVA
urtoKUTTapPIKA Slapepiopata. MapdAAnAa, éxet Siamotw-
Oei 0TI KAOe 1oopopYn Ras xapaktnpiletal amd e1dikn
aA\nAenidpaon pe SiagopeTikég mpwTteiveg cuvodouc. Ta
OTOIXEIO AUTA EMONUAIVOUV OTL Ol CUYKEKPIMEVEG LETA-
HLETAPPACTIKEG TPOTIOTIOLNOELG UTTOOTNPI(OVV TNV UTTOOECN
SlaPopPETIKAG AeIToLPYIaC TWV SIAPOPWV ICOUOPPWY TWV
Ras, TTou €ixe MpoTaBei mponyoupévwe.®

AN\EG PETA-UETAPPAOTIKEG TPOTTIOTIOINCELG TWV TTPW-
Telvwv Ras mou Tautomoindnkav gival n ouBIKITviAiwon
KAl N @WO@OPUAIWON. ZUYKeKPIUEVA, armodeixOnKe OTL n
Tpomorioinon TnG H-Ras pe povo- r di-ouBikitiviiwon ota-
Ogporolei Tn ocuvdeor TNG HE Ta evéoowuaTa Kat pubpiel
TNV IKAvVOTNTA TNG VA EVEPYOTIOLEL TN onpatoddTNoN Tou
povormatiov ERK MAPK, evw n @wo@opuliwon Tou kapfo-
EUTENKOU AKPOU (PAVNKE VA CUUUETEXEL OTOV KABOPIOPO
NG TomoBeaiag Kal TNG Aertoupyiag TG mpwTteivng.3738

\
Tovtoneinan
GURTA NP0 L aTIK G
popicr g K-Ras no
EROYLITT B mKTc
Sopipig. _ |

!' ‘ apoodecn ki
1 | evepyesoinom mg Ras i
l l | .
{ H Rof Keblopiopog ]
’ TOUTONMETE 60 KpuaTnh kg 3
. TMITOS TEREOTIC bopne row | I
' toov Ras orte CUNTAOKOU prag

EnioonKn RasGEF (3051} 9
1 wn Tow Ras )'

Eikoéva 2. Xpovodidypappa onUavTikwy avakaAOYewv otnv épguva Twv Yovidiwv Ras. Aeutepo pépog (1990-2009).
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6.RAS ZTOXEYMENEZ ANTIKAPKINIKEXZ OEPAMNEIEX

AOYw NG amokAAuPng oTtolxeiwv mou vmootnpiouv
TNV Kpioiun cupBoAn Twv mpwteivwy Ras otn Sdtadikaocia
TNG KAPKIVOYEVEDNG, TA TEAEUTAIA £TN N UEAETN OTO CUYKE-
Kplévo TeSIo €xel EMKEVTPWOEI 0TNV TAUTOTIOINON KAl OTN
OTOXELON KATAANAWY HOPIWV WG HESO TNG AVTIKAPKIVIKNAG
Oepameiag.?’3° ApxIKd, pia amod TIG TTAEOV EAKUOTIKEG 1I8€€G
@AVNKE va gival n 0TOXELON KAl N AVOOTOAN TWV UETA-E-
TAPPACTIKWY TPOTTOTIOICEWV AmMSiwong Tou viotavTal
ol mpwteiveg Ras.* Mepimou to 1990 katadeixOnke 611 N
KataAuTiky §pdon TnNg @apveculotpavopepdonc (FT)
UITOPE(L VO aVAOTOAEL ATTOTEAECUATIKA ATTO UIKPA TETPATTE-
nTida mou pipouvTav TIG KapBo&uteNikéG aAANAoUXiEG TwV
TPWTEIVWV Ras, evw 5 €tn apydtepa, To 1995, mentiSopt-
pntikoi avacTtoleig Tou FT (FTI) mpokdAeoav ummoxwpnon
Tou OYKov, in vivo, ce MMTV-ras movTikia Kal avéoTelAav
TNV avantuén EEVOUOOXEUHATWY KAPKIVIKWY KUTTAPWY TOU
avOpwWTTou 0€ AVOoOKATAOTAAPEVA TTOVTIKIA*43? QoTdOoO,
n xpnon twv FTI 8gv otépbnke pe TV idla emrtuyia kat og
KAVIKEG SOKIUEG AOYW TNG EVANNAKTIKNAG TTPEVUAIWONG TTOU
vpiotavtal ol mpwteiveg K-Ras4B kat N-Ras mapovuaia FTI,
YEYOVOC TTOU 08Nnyei O avtoxr €vavTl TNG OUYKEKPIUEVNG
Oepaneiag. To yeyovdg 0Tl oL eV AOyw TTPWTEIVEG gival oL
A0V OUXVA PETAANAYHEVEG O TTOANOUG OYKOUG OTOV
avBpwmo SIKAlOAOYEl TNV ATOTUXIA TWV KAIVIKWV SOKIUWV.

MapdAAnAQg, €xouv yivel TPooTIAOEIEC OTOXELONG TE-
AECTWV TTOU CUPUETEXOLV OTN onuatodétnon twv Ras. H
gevpeon peTalaypévwy mpwTeivwv BRAF kat PIK3CA o€ rmoh-
AoUC KapKivoug 08rynoe TouG EPEVVNTEC VA EOTIACOULV OTA
onpatodoTtikd povorndtia Raf-MEK-ERK kait PI3K-AKT-mTOR
Kal SOKIHACTNKAV AVAOTOAEIG S1a@OpwV Hopiwy, OTTWG oL
Kivaoeg MEK kat Raf. Eidikd otnv nepimtwon tng Raf, n ava-
KAALYN ToL 181KV avaoToléa PLX4032, Tou 0ToxeVEL OTN
peTaANaypuévn Kivaon BRAFV600E, amotéAeoe onpavTIKO
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OTaBuo 0TN OTOXEVUEVN Bepameia Tou kapkivou.”To 2012,
10 PLX4032 (Bepovpagevipymn [vemurafenibl, Zelboraf®)
€NaPe éykplon amo tov Opyaviopd EAéyxou Tpo@iuwy Kat
Oapudkwv Twv Hvwpévwy MoAiteiwv tng Apepikng (Food
and Drug Administration, FDA) yia tn Beparmeia acBevwv
pue BRAFVEOE eTaoTATIKO peNAvwa. [Mapd Ta evTUTTIWoIaKA
ATTOTEAECUATA TTOU EMTESEIEE O CUYKEKPIUEVOC AVAOTONEQS
OTOUG a0OEeVE(G UE TNV TTAPATIAVW PETANNAEN, LENETEC TOCO
O€& KUTTAPIKO 000 Kal o€ KAWVIKO emimedo €8&1€av ot1, ma-
pouacia peTdMaéng ota yovidia Ras, 0 CUYKEKPIUEVOG ava-
otoléag odnyei o€ evepyormoinon Tng RAF, péow avaoToAng
Tou evO0OYeVOUG UNXAVIOUOU apVNTIKAG avatpo@odoTtnong,
TTOU QUOIOAOYIKA TTAapeUTTodilel Tn onuatodétnon.*” Oai-
VETAL OTL yla TNV e€aywynr] EATTISOPOPWY ATTOTEAECUATWY
ATIO TN OUYKEKPIUEVN OEPATTEVTIKN TIPOCEYYLION ATTAITEITAL
TEPATEPW PENETN.39%2

Eni mAéov, pia 1o olyxpovn BepameuTIKn TIPOCEYYION
AMOTEAEL N emMaywyr cUVOETIKAG BvnolpdTnTag, KATd TNV
omoia emépxeTal BAvVATOC TOu KUTTAPOU OTAV SUO CUYKE-
Kplpéva yovidia Bpebolv Tautdxpova petalaypéva® (eik.
2). Aéyw Tou onuavtikol poAou TG mpwTteivng K-Ras otnv
KAPKIVOYEVEDN, €yIve avalTNoN EVOC CUUTTANPWHUATIKOU
popiou autng. Ot HENETEG TTOU eKTTOVRONKAV £PEPAV OTO
PW¢ popla, 6mwe n STK33 kivdon ogpivng/Bpeovivng, n
Polo-like kivaon 1 (Plk1), pia kivéon ogpivng/Opeovivng pe
pOAo otn pitwon, kabwg N TANK-binding kivaon 1 (TBK1),
HOpL0 TTOL TTIPOWOEI TNV KUTTAPIKN EMIBiwon. AVACTOAEIC Twv
TTAPATTAVW Hopiwv pAvNKe T ATAV IKAVO( VA avaoTEIANouV
TNV KAPKIVOYEVEDN O€ KUTTAPA UE HETAANaypévn Ras, kal
WG €K TOUTOU va XpnolpornolnBolv w¢ pdppaka Katd Tnv
QAVTIKAPKIVIKN Ogpameia. Mepaltépw HENETN OTOV CUYKEKPIUEVO
Topéa Ba pmopouoe va pifel ewg otn Bloloyia Twv Ras kat va
OUUBANEL OTNV TTAPAYWYH ATTOTEAECHUATIKWY QAPUAKWY, Td
ormoia evoéxeTal va €xouv onuavTiky emidpaocn otn Bepamneia
TOU KapKivou.*>#

ABSTRACT

Flashback in the history of Ras research
G. CHALDAIOPOULOU, M. GOULIELMAKI, N. KHOURY, V. ZOUMPOURLIS
Unit of Biomedical Applications, Institute of Biology, Medicinal Chemistry and Biotechnology,

National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2017, 34(4):439—447

The ability of a group of retroviruses to produce tumors in infected animals was the first indication of the existence of

genetic elements with oncogenic properties. After comprehensive studies on these retroviruses, the first Ras genes

were identified, which were later found to be present in the rat genome. The trigger for further studies was given by

the discovery of mutated Ras genes in human cancer cells. In the following years, a series of biochemical and struc-

tural, in vivo and in vitro, studies were conducted that contributed fundamental information to the field of cell and
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cancer biology. Ras proteins constitute a very small part of a superfamily of Ras-related small GTPases, which appear

to be the main regulators of the majority of crucial cell functions. The study of these proteins has contributed to the

comprehension of the molecular mechanisms involved in cancer incidence and progression, and the complex mech-

anisms of signal transduction in general. Through these years of in-depth investigation, the vital role of the small GT-

Pases in biology was revealed and it became clear that extracellular signals are capable of modifying the regulation

of intracellular procedures. Taking advantage of the knowledge that has been accumulated, research is now focused

on finding new, effective anticancer treatments, although further investigation of the Ras genes continues to be man-

datory for substantial understanding of their dynamic. This review provides a chronological flashback in the histo-

ry of Ras research. A thorough analysis of the key discoveries related to the structure, biochemistry and mechanism

of function of the Ras superfamily of proteins is presented, and their correlation with human cancer is highlighted.

Key words: Ras, Ras targeted cancer therapy, Ras transmission signals, Small GTPases
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